
 

 
 
 

Family History eCollection  
Introduction 
There are three different family history resources available for use within any Geelong Regional Library 
branch on the public access internet computers or using a personal laptop or mobile device via the WiFi 
connection at any library branch. The resources are for use in branches only and cannot be accessed from 
outside one of the library’s branches. 

The three resources are: 

x Ancestry Library Edition 
x Find My Past 
x British Newspaper Archive 

The resources can be accessed from the website (www.grlc.vic.gov.au) by choosing Browse, then 
eCollections, then appropriate resource beneath sub heading History. This will move you down the 
alphabetical listing of eCollections, so you can then LOGIN. 

 

Ancestry Library Edition 
Ancestry Library Edition holds a huge collection of over 9,000 individual databases covering United States, 
UK and Ireland, Europe, Canada and Australia and new databases are added regularly. 

The range of records in Ancestry Library Edition’s databases include: Census records, directories, civil 
registration records, probate, immigration records, military records, biographies, land records, court records, 
convict records, newspapers, gazetteers, maps and photographs.  

Searching from the home page means that you are searching across a huge range of worldwide records and 
may retrieve results which are not relevant. Results can be narrowed down by adding more detail to your 
search, or can be filtered to a type of record (i.e. Census and Voter Lists), a specific database (e.g. Australia 
Census Collection) or a geographical location. 

A basic search can be conducted from the basic search box by entering the given name and last name of the 
ancestor you would like to research. You can also enter a place that your ancestor might have lived or birth 
year, etc (optional). Then click on the Search button. 

http://www.grlc.vic.gov.au/


 

 
 
 

 

Advanced Search allows you to narrow or broaden your search. The Advanced Search offers searches by 
keyword, record type, locality, and/or date range with additional search features.  

You can also conduct an individual database search by clicking on the Card Catalog from the Quick Links 
menu.  

 

Use the Card Catalog to search for a database collection. If you do not know the name of the database you 
want, enter words that are likely to be in the title. For example, type convict in the keyword search box to see 
a list of all the databases available with convict information.  

Databases can be browsed and filtered by type of collection, location, date and language. Once you have 
located the database you desire, simply click the title of that individual database. You can then search or find 
more information about this particular database.  

To browse by region (map), click on the Search tab on the top menu to access the interactive location maps. 
Select a country, state or region in order to browse the individual record collections held for that area. 

 

 



 

 
 
 

Wildcards 
In an Advanced search, you can use Wildcards to assist you. Wildcards are special search symbols used to 
represent unknown letters in a word or name. Ancestry Library Edition utilizes both the question mark (?) and 
the asterisk (*).  

Question Mark: If you want to search for names that differ only by one letter use the question mark (?) 
wildcard. A search for Johns?n will return both Johnsen and Johnson.  

Asterisk: You can search alternate spellings with the asterisk (*), which represents 0 to 5 unknown 
characters. The search Johann* will look for Johann and Johannes. A search for Smel*er will find Smeltzer 
and Smelzer, among others. When using this search technique, you will need to specify the first three letters 
of the name. 

Browsing my region 

 

 



 

 
 
 

Find My Past 
Find My Past covers records from Australasia, including New Zealand, New Guinea, the Pacific Islands, the 
UK and Ireland. Users of Find My Past Australasia can access over 50 million historical records, including 
directories, gazettes, cemetery records and electoral rolls. Find My Past UK has approximately 750 million 
British records, including death and marriage indexes, parish records, census records, immigration and 
shipping, electoral rolls and military records. Find My Past Ireland includes over 4 million records, covering 
land records, prison registers, military records, wills, obituaries, gravestone inscriptions and marriages. 

Note: Find My Past is only available for 7 users at a time in the library 

Searching from the home page means that you are searching across a huge range of records and may 
retrieve results which are not relevant. Results can be narrowed down by adding more detail to your search, 
or can be filtered to a type of record, from the Search Records drop down menu eg. Census, land and 
surveys.  

From the Search All Records screen, enter the given name and last name of the ancestor you would like to 
research. You can also enter a place that your ancestor might have lived or birth year, etc (optional). You 
can also choose Collections from and select a specific geographic collection to search within. Click on the 
Search button. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

In order to search within a category, choose Search Records (from the blue menu bar), and then select an 
appropriate category from the drop-down menu. 

 

Then enter search details to search within your chosen category, and even filter your results by using the 
Browse options appearing next to individual search fields. 

 

Search results display by relevance, and you can then view the transcription, and in some cases the image 
of the original digitised document. There is also an Edit search option, allowing you to amend your search 
details depending on the results displayed, or alternatively commence a new search. 

  



 

 
 
 

British Newspaper Archive 
British Newspaper Archive contains over 7 million pages of digitised content from UK and Ireland 
newspapers, from the collection of the British Library, and they are updated daily. 

Note: British Newspaper Archive is only available for 2 users at a time 

In order to search the first time, you need to register for an account, which then allows you to log in and view 
newspaper content and save or bookmark your searches. Searching can either be done using the basic 
search box on the home screen, or the Advanced Search option. Alternatively, you can Browse either by 
newspaper title, or geographic location or date range. 

 

Search results can be ordered either by Relevance or Date, and also Filtered in a variety of ways including 
date, newspaper title, region, county, type of article, etc. When you select a title to view you will be requested 
to Log In if you haven’t already done so earlier, and then the article will display. When viewing the article you 
can print, download, bookmark, etc, and also access the My Research option to see your previous searches, 
and any saved articles. 


