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Our main Presenter at Tuesday’s meeting will be
Editor of Macworld Australia, Anthony Carauna.
Anthony has been wearing some sort of smart
device or tracker for several years.
As the Editor of Macworld
Australia and as someone with
a keen interest in how we use
information and how our data
can be used by others, Anthony will be commenting
on what is happening in the world of wearable technology.
Anthony is a writer with many years of experience working in the technology sector
and writing about everything from portable tech to modern data centres.
Join him at this April meeting where he takes a journey through the wonderful world
of wearables.
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LOW VOLTAGE CORROSION
FIX

Recently I had occasion to copy files
from a device (MP3 player/recorder) to
my Mac computer.
Several times the computer failed to
recognise the device at all.
Very frustrating, if this is the only
method to back up files.
So, I tried plugging & unplugging both
ends of the USB patch cord several
times.
Finally, it worked.

The key here is multiple plugging and
unplugging.
Apparently it is like occasionally needing
to spin the batteries in a flashlight or
remote control to remove the corrosion
that builds up.
The low voltages and power, at which
these electronic gadgets operate, do not
get through corrosion to allow them to
do all these wonderful things that we
need and enjoy.

mechanical and digital machines, objects,
animals or people that are provided with a
unique identifier (UID) and the ability to
transfer data over a network without
requiring human-to- human or human-tocomputer interaction.

Here is an example:

Build a bridge with smart cement that is
equipped with sensors to monitor ice.
These sensors detect the ice and wirelessly
communicate this hazard to the internet in
your smart car. Your car knows there is a
WHAT IS IOT?
dangerous road ahead and instructs you,
the driver, to slow down. If you don't slow
down, the car will slow down itself.
So we can have sensors monitoring all sorts
of data.
We have cloud based apps translating the
data
into
useful
intelligence
and
transmitting it to machines on the ground
enabling mobile, realtime responses.
And we have smart bridges, smart cars,
The Internet of Things (IoT) is a system and eventually, we can have smart cities.
of interrelated computing devices,
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With Your Editor

Peter Baldwin

What happens if I don’t
safely disconnect USB
drives?

Answer:
Most of the time you will be fine to
unplug your devices without safely
ejecting them.
However, you should try to avoid
making a habit of it as all it takes is
one problem and that device can
become corrupted.
If you unplug your USB device while
data is being written, it can become

Question:
When I use my USB drives (a hard
drive and a thumb drive) I safely
disconnect them, but sometimes my
computer freezes up or I am in a hurry,
so I unplug them without ejecting.
It doesn’t seem to have affected them
at all.
I was wondering if I should bother
ejecting them in the future or will it be
fine to just unplug them whenever?

corrupted.
For example, if you have a file open
on the drive or you are copying a file
onto the drive, it is effectively in use
and should not be unplugged.
This can be problematic because you
might not always know that the drive
is being written to, as programs on
your computer might be using it in
the background.

By
safely
disconnecting,
your
computer checks if programs are
using your USB drive, so that you can
unplug it without worrying about
corruption.

How to safely
USB drives

disconnect

To safely disconnect on your Mac,
open up Finder and click the eject
icon next to the drive on the sidebar,
underneath the Devices heading.
Wait for the drive to disappear before
disconnecting.
You can also right click on the Drive
and select “Eject”.
Another method is to click and drag a
drive into the Trash, which should
momentarily transform into an eject
symbol.

If your device becomes corrupted,
you might lose a few files or the
entire drive.
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THE MOST

IMPORTANT

SIRI COMMAND
YOU NEED TO KNOW
If you own an iPhone, you need to know this command verbatim.
The life it saves may be yours.

You may never find yourself in a situation
where you need to contact emergency

for you via voice command, once the call
starts, you verbally give any other

services, but if it does happen, you need to
know what to do.
If you or a loved one are in a situation where
you are close to your phone but are unable
to reach it, and you say, "Hey Siri! Call 000

commands.
This feature works with iPhone 6s and newer
phones on battery power or when it is
plugged in. If you have an iPhone 6 it will
work as well, but only if it is receiving

on speaker", your iPhone will immediately
say, "Calling Emergency Services in 5
seconds." The "on speaker" part is critical
because, although Siri can dial any number

power.
If you're not sure if you have "Hey Siri"
turned on, check your manual for
instructions, or Google for an answer.
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Apple Park—The Official New Name of the Spaceship Campus
As of February 22, 2017, the
Apple spaceship campus under
construction
since
2013
in
Cupertino,
California
at
an
estimated cost of $5B will be
called "Apple Park."
During this month, Apple's 12,000
employees who will work at the
new campus will begin moving in,
a move that is projected to take 6
months.

Steve Jobs introduced the plans for
this new complex to the Cupertino
City Council in 2011.
The new 1,000 seat theatre will
bear his name, “The Steve Jobs
Theatre”, and will likely be the
launching point of many of Apple's
products, formerly introduced at
the Moscone Center in downtown
San Francisco.

The theatre is located in the centre
of the spaceship campus atop a
hill.
Its glass walled-cylindrical shape
with no columns supports the
carbon fibre roof.
The lobby has a 360-degree view
of the campus.
Stairs lead from the ground level
lobby to the auditorium below.

Aerial View Of Apple’s
Spaceship Campus

The Steve Jobs Theatre
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PhotoFast has introduced the 4K iReader
microSD card reader for iPhone and iPad

Peter Baldwin

SAY GOODBYE TO YOUR IOS STORAGE WOES

PhotoFast, the leading premium iOS
smart accessory company based in
Taiwan, is introducing the new 4K
iReader microSD card reader for Apple,
in response to Apple users’ urgent
demands for better storage, transfer,
and backup solutions following the
release of the new iPhone 7 series. The
iPhone 7 series is equipped with 12megapixel sensors that record 4K highdefinition videos, but at the expense of
storage space and high bit rate. Taking
this into account, PhotoFast has put
together
years
of
experience
in

developing excellence to create the new
4K iReader, providing Apple enthusiasts
the all-in-one high-speed storage
solution.
Featuring the Lightning and USB 3.0 dual
interface, the PhotoFast 4K iReader
allows users to purchase memory cards
according to each individual’s needs.
The choice of memory capacity is yours;
enjoy easy cell phone access, along with
the convenience of high-speed transfers
and backups.
The PhotoFast 4K iReader is streamlinethin, lightweight, and easy to carry.

Currently, the 4K iReader is the only
product in the industry that supports DJI
firmware upgrade. Users are able to
download firmware in the PhotoFast One
App, save in PhotoFast 4K iReader and
upgrade DJI anytime anywhere.

Mr. Warren Wang, CEO of PhotoFast
stated,
“We have prepared ourselves for the era
of 4K ultra-high-definition videos with the
world’s first 4K iReader microSD card
reader for Apple. But far from being
complacent of our ready achievements,
BMUG News April 2017 ✦ 7

4K iReader microSD card reader for iPhone and iPad….Continued
we are devoting further effort to the
PhotoFast One App.
Apart from the usual music, photo, video,
and contact backup; the app also
supports Dropbox, Google Drive, and
other variations of cloud backups.”
Mr Wang further added,
“From the previous hot-selling CR8800 to
our current 4K iReader, one can see that
there’s more to it than just a card reader.
Since its establishment, PhotoFast has
been following Apple’s footsteps in
providing consumers more intuitive and
direct products, and also strengthening
the integration between hardware and

software; all this, to provide Apple and
PhotoFast users a comprehensive
storage solution."
The PhotoFast 4K iReader can help users
store up to 59 BD high-definition
videos, or over 10 million MP3 songs
(estimated with the largest 256GB
microSD card available on the market).
Be it direct viewing via iPhone, instant
access/upload to an action camera or
drone, or having content played out in
the car or on your smart TV at home; the
PhotoFast 4K iReader does it all with
remarkable ease.

The Card Reader is available on the
website for $59.99 USD.
For a complete overview of the usage of
the 4K iReader Click Here.

CONCLUSIONS
The 4K iReader can be connected to
iPhone, iPad and iPod taking advantage
of the Lightning connector or to all the
other devices thanks to the universal
connector USB. It is easy to swap
memory cards to store most of your
files,
including
photos,
videos,
documents and music. You can, for
example, use the 4K iReader to transfer
files from iPhone to iPad or to Mac and
vice versa.

About PhotoFast
PhotoFast, a smart accessory company
based in Taiwan, has been recognised
globally since its establishment in
2003. Available around the world,
PhotoFast's storage solutions and
mobile accessories have been praised
by key industry figures for their
innovation, design and convenience.

In 2009, PhotoFast became a member
of the Apple MFi program and has been
developing World renowned Apple
products ever since.
The company's products are sold in
over 50 countries and undergo extreme
research and development prior to
manufacturing, ensuring only the

absolute
highest
quality
tech
accessories
reach
consumers
worldwide.
Pioneers in the consumer electronics
market, PhotoFast continues to produce
exceptional quality gadgets and break
new ground in the technology.
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Next Generation
Flash Drive

iType-C Reader
4-in1 microSD Card Reader Made for Apple Devices!

The versatile PhotoFast iType-C
Reader is a new drive and it comes with
a free 4GB micro SD card.
The Reader supports up to 256GB Micro
SD Cards.
Apple charges a premium for extra
gigabytes of storage on the iPhone or
iPad, so a lot of people end up opting
for the lower storage models and then
find that they run out of room quite
quickly.
There are many different cloud services,
but external flash drive storage for iOS
devices is increasing in popularity and
this is where this new release card
reader should prove very popular.
You will find a Lightning connector at
one end and a USB Type-C at the other
end which is ideal for transferring
photos from an iPhone to a new
MacBook.

There is also a small attachment that
offers a USB 3.0 connector, and if you
flip that up you have a Micro USB
connector.
It is tiny, weighing only 17g, so it’s
easy to place in a bag or pocket and
carry with you.
The well-designed free PhotoFast
One App that goes along with it let’s
you back up music, photos, videos,
documents, and contacts.
It’s also integrated with cloud services
like Dropbox, Google Drive, OneDrive
and iCloud Drive and you can use it to
back up photo albums from Facebook
and Instagram.
The cost of the Reader is still to be
announced.
Click Here for Product Details
Click Here for Video of the product
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ARMOUR Travel
Lightning Charge Cable

Peter Baldwin

for iPhone
Never forget your charger again!
BEAUTIFULLY CRAFTED STAINLESS
STEEL CHARGING
ARMOUR TRAVEL brings industrial-grade cable
wrapped in a woven stainless steel and encloses it
in an aluminium housing. The Lightning and USB
connectors are permanently sealed with housings
that are fused directly over the electronics and
mutable cabling. It is designed to attach to your
keys and is the size of most car key fobs.

STRENGTH AND DURABILITY
Woven from 100% stainless steel strands, with
detailed aluminium housing, ARMOUR TRAVEL
provides the strength and durability to survive
whether at your home, office, or on the road.

NORMAL IS BORING
No need to continuing watching “normal” cables
break and fray after a few trips out of the house.
ARMOUR TRAVEL gives you beautifully crafted
stainless steel charging wherever life takes you.

SPECIFICATIONS
• Cable: 5 inches / 13 cm
• Wrapped in 100% woven stainless steel
• Enclosed in a detailed aluminium housing
• MFI iPhone Lightning to USB
• Quick-release key ring
Click Here for more Product Details
Available on the website for $39.95 USD
I like the Armour Travel - it is very convenient for
use on a daily basis. It’s a perfect size and the
silver aluminium is very visible making it easy to
find my keys. It is very sturdy and will take heavy
bumps and I feel confident that the 100%
stainless steel strands that protect the wires
won’t break. It does come with a limited lifetime
warranty, so Fuse Chicken obviously have
confidence in their product.
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PDF Expert 2 By

Peter Baldwin

The lightweight, powerful viewer your Mac needs!
Say Goodbye to Preview
AND
Hello to affordable PDF editing on Mac
Readdle’s PDF Expert ($89.99 on the
App Store) is a fast, slick document
viewer with annotation tools containing
the ability to edit PDF text, adjust or
replace images, all links to text, and
much more, that gives Apple’s Mac OS
Preview app a run for its money,

Fast and powerful search:

Perfect PDF Editor:

I regularly use PDFs and I was pleased to
discover the value that Readdle has
developed in PDF Expert. It is more
powerful than you would expect for its
price.
Apple’s own Preview app works fine for
simple tasks like reading through PDF
files or making small edits, but people
like myself, who frequently work with
PDF files and need more power can
definitely benefit from installing and
using PDF Expert.

PDF Expert is the best way to edit text,
images and links.
It will automatically detect the font, size,
and opacity of the original text so you
can edit PDFs like regular text
documents.

Amazing Reading Experience:
The toolbar layout brings your reading
experience to a new level.
Whether you compare contracts or read
an article, select the most relevant
layout to quickly accomplish your task.

You can instantly search through all
opened documents at the same time and
compare results. Remember all the
things with search history for even
better search convenience.

CONCLUSIONS:
Many of our members and most Mac
users probably do not need anything
more powerful than Preview when it
comes to viewing PDF documents.
However, in my opinion for those of you
(like myself) who regularly deal with
PDFs, PDF Expert, is well worth the
money.
PDF Expert offers many features that
will quickly become indispensable.
Whether it is the ability to easily merge
multiple PDF documents, put multiple
PDF documents into tabs, or effortlessly
handle the largest PDF documents.
If you are unsure about whether or not
you will find PDF Expert of assistance,
then take advantage of a free trial
offered by Readdle.
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED
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How To Conserve
Battery Power

On An iOS Device
•
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

Keep gaming to a minimum.
Reduce Facebook and other social media
usage.
Dim screen brightness and don't use screen as
a flashlight.
Disable Bluetooth unless using wireless
headset or portable speakers (or other wi-fi
connected gadgets).
Disable GPS or location-based services.
Google Maps allow downloaded maps for
offline use.
Turn off soundtrack services (Pandora,Spotify,
Rhapsody).
Using Snapchat along with camera uses
location-based services and drains battery.
Don't watch HD video-streaming (Netfix,
television shows).
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Monitor your Privacy on your iPad
Control Access to Your Data
To prevent an app from slurping
all of your contacts or other
sensitive information, iOS requires
that you give your permission
before an app is granted access to
your underlying data.
For example, when you first open
the Find My Friends app, you're
asked if you want to allow it to
access your Contacts list.
You can control which apps
access which data in the Privacy
settings.
Go to Settings > Privacy and tap
a category, such as Contacts, to

see which apps have requested
access to its data.
You can block access by switching
access to Off.
The Location Services category
determines which apps can use
the iPad's location. You probably
want to grant access to the Find
My Friends app (since that's the
point of the app), but you may not
want Facebook to be able to
include your location when you're
posting a status update.
You can toggle any app's Location
Services setting to On or Off.
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Editor’s Tip Of The Month

♦︎
Capitalise Words Automatically
A new Sierra option in System
Preferences, Keyboard, Text allows you
to skip the Shift key when typing
sentences. By turning on Capitalise Word
Automatically you will get an uppercase
letter after typing a period and space.

Quick Tip: Typing the ° Degree Symbol.

♦︎
Type 3·5° OR 3.5 deg!
Option-shift-9 puts a dot between numbers rather than just a
full stop.
AND
Option-shift-8 will give you the degree symbol.
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Social Meal After This Meeting

Advance Notice
Photo Day

Our Bimonthly social meal will be held at
the conclusion of this meeting from 6.30
PM onwards at the Dunes Restaurant,
Ocean Grove.
President Carol will take numbers at the commencement of
the meeting.
Our Guest Speaker and Partner will be in attendance at the
Dinner.

Reserve This Date in
your Diary
It is proposed to hold our Annual Photo & Picnic Day
on Saturday 22nd April.
Dick Brown will provide further information at this
meeting.

Our aim is to offer support to Users of Apple
Products.
Notice of Future Meeting Programs
May: Guest Speaker from Geelong Regional Library,
presenting an overview of digital services available to
members.
June: Dick Brown to announce results of photo
competition.
John Beatty to demonstrate the differences of similar
apps between Apple and Microsoft.

We

are simply a group of people who get

together once a month to exchange ideas, ask
advice, share knowledge and enjoy each
other’s company.

Whether you are a first time user or a hot shot
computer programmer, we like to think that
we have something we can offer
especially new Tips for each Device.

you,
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The BMUG Assist program is available to all members. We will attempt to
resolve your urgent Mac problems if we can, or alternatively give you
advice about where to seek further assistance.

Peter Oakley is available to take your call on 0409 094 655
OR

Dick Brown is available to take your call on 5259 1614
To get the best possible answer, and a considered one, please email
your question or problem for the “Help Desk” direct topeteroakley@bellarinemac.org.au OR dickbrown@bellarinemac.org.au

BMUG News produced by Editor Peter Baldwin.
Send articles for inclusion in this Newsletter to The Editor.
www.bellarinemac.org.au
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