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The metaphor is being 
transformed...
with the impending demise of the mouse, 
and its replacement across the entire 
Apple range by touch technology.
 
Will the windows and the finder 
be the next traditional Apple
features to be jettisoned? 

Read more on p 5

email
Marnie...
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Tuesday August 10 meeting
This week, most of the groups will be working on self-help strategies, 
while the Advance macs will also move onto the challenging but 
rewarding topic of setting up IMAP email accounts. But wait, there’s 
more! Greg will be speaking on ‘Energy saver’, and David will give us 
his 5-minute tip on editing in iPhoto.

Tuesday July 13 meeting
 Dashboard, iCal, and Spotlight proved to be surprisingly interesting, 
and group members were ready with their own tips and suggestions — 
all very positive!

In his 5-minute tip, Steve made the radical suggestion that the mouse 
was on its last legs, and sure enough, the desktop Magic Trackpad 
arrived from Apple last week.
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Email Steve...

Make a 
HelpDesk 
booking...

Pre-AGM edition
In this newsletter, you will find:

—  Formal notice of the BMUG AGM;
—  the President’s report; and
—  the Treasurer’s balance sheet

and the biggest members’ market place ever...
Editor
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BMUG President’s Report 
2009/10
Restructure
In 2010 BMUG underwent what is arguably its 
greatest change since the club’s inception. 
Though the original format had served the club 
well for five years, an ever-growing 
membership without a commensurate increase 
in presenters had rendered that style untenable. 

Feedback from the membership supported the Committee view that the 
present format no longer met the needs or capabilities of a much larger 
club. In short, fundamental change was needed to maintain the high 
standards established by BMUG leaders to date. 

The restructured format is the brainchild of Don Patrick who put in a 
great deal of time and hard work to develop, refine and reshape the 
concept into its current form. Once he’d firmed up his original ideas Don 
worked with the Committee and the five-member Restructure Panel 
(Peter Baldwin, Dick Brown, Les Fox, Peter Morgan and Lyn Northam) 
to further refine his ideas and to shape them into a workable form. 

The successful end product of this process is quite clear from the 
consistently positive feedback from Group Leaders and members alike. 
The five groups are working well at this stage, though the Committee is 
cognisant that some further small changes may be required in the future 
to reflect   members’ needs. Thanks to all concerned, a great job, well 
done.
 
The other part of the restructure has seen the equally successful 
institution of the HelpDesk which is currently overseen by David Dixon. 
The HelpDesk has provided members with a formalised, regular and 
ordered process of help to each individual in a one-on-one interactive 
service every meeting. 

The establishment of prior booking via email or at meetings has been an 
asset to members and volunteer helpers alike. Many thanks to everyone 
who has been involved in what is demonstrably a highly positive move 
for BMUG. 

Library 
Under Marg Evan’s stewardship the BMUG Library has been re-
organised into a form where the books are more readily perused and 
borrowed by interested members and borrowings are recorded 
accurately. Obsolete material has been weeded out, and new books 
purchased. It is very pleasing to see members making such good use of 
this resource. 

Manuals 
BMUG’s Editor, Steve Craddock has had another busy year publishing 
an impressively substantial and informative eNewsletter each month, 
updating existing Manuals and producing several new ones. These high 
standard Manuals are a major asset to BMUG in terms of resources and 
also a significant source of club income. Again, a great job, well done to 
the benefit of us all. 

Membership
At the end of July BMUG boasted 115 Members including 25 Remote 
Members and 2 Honorary Members. This is an increase of 20 members 
compared with this time last year. Many thanks to Pat Hollis who has 
capably filled in for Membership Secretary Peter Oakley during his 
overseas trip.

Thanks 
As retiring President I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone who has helped with all the various meeting tasks, and to 
wish the incoming Committee well for the 2010/11 year.  

Marnie Haig-Muir
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Bellarine Mac User Group Inc.(A0049524J)

Balance Sheet As of June 2010
James Strachan, Treasurer

      Total Equity! ! $6,235.00
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Formal notice of BMUG AGM
Notice is hereby given of the Annual General Meeting of the Bellarine 
Mac User Group Inc to be held at St Peters Anglican Church Hall, 
corner of Draper and Hodgson Streets, Ocean Grove, on Tuesday 
September 14 at 4.00pm.

Agenda
Apologies
Minutes of the 2009 AGM
President’s annual report
Annual financial report
To decide whether or not to appoint an auditor
To determine the annual subscription for 2010-11

Election of officers and the committee
— President
— Vice-president
— Secretary
— Treasurer
— Five committee members

Any other business that may properly be brought forward

Peter Oakley, secretary

If you wish tonominate for a leadership position, simply ask James for a 
nomination form. Being on the committee is not a chore, it is a 
fantastic opportunity to become more deeply involved with your Mac.

Editor
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Touching, stroking, & gesturing — the 
interface of the future
The new Apple Magic Trackpad won’t remove all the confusion about 
pointing we discussed during the July meeting, but it is nevertheless, a 
very significant innovation indeed. The mouse is now 25 years old. At 
first it could just point and click. Years later it learned to point, click in two 
different ways, and scroll.

Then, last year, came the hybrid pointer/mouse — the Magic Mouse, 
which added several gestures including scrolling left to right. 

But now, every kind of Mac, from the iPhone/iPod touch through the 
iPad to the desktop iMac can be worked with touch and gesture.

That’s right, with the Magic Touchpad, you can:

—  point and click;
—  scroll in both orientations;
—  enlarge and shrink;
— rotate;
—  navigate from page to page;
 and much, much more.

How much richer is your interaction with the 
computer! How many menu choices and 
toolbars are now redundant! And Apple has 
made it all very easy. Look at System Preferences 
Trackpad on any Mac with a touchpad. Brilliant 
little movies teach you the gestures. This is a 
great interface innovation!

When the iPad first came out, very few of us 
imagined it would operate differently from 
your regular Mac. 

Essentially, we were expecting a version of OS X. What we got instead, 
was a completly new interface — no Finder, no windows. Some reviewers 
were negative about this — ‘It’s just a big iPhone!’ You don’t hear that 
any more. After using one for a few months, you go back to your regular 
Mac and wonder ‘why’ about all the clutter and the complexity. That’s 
why I confidently expect the next version of the operating system to be 
much more iPad-like, a hybrid of the best features of both. It will be 
simpler, more immersive, and gone will be all the distractions round the 
edge of the working screen.
 
Essentially, the traditional metaphor of the desktop imagines a desk 
covered with pieces of paper, reference books and tools. It’s usually in a 
mess, and we have to try and find things hidden beneath others by 
moving them round or bringing them to the top. Up to now, learning to 
use a Mac has depended on mastering windows. Many found it very 
hard, yet everyone was saying ‘The Mac is intuitive to use!’. This 
metaphor is not the only way we could experience our Mac...

When you could manage windows, you got on to understanding filing 
stuff by mastering the Finder (which incidentally is a really silly name). 
This is beyond many people, who never really get on top of it. Let me 
repeat. The iPad has neither Finder nor windows.

If you find the system confusing on your present Mac, you probably 
think, it’s your own fault. You might think ‘I’m not going to try an iPad, 
it’s another whizzbang complication I don’t need’. Well let me tell you 
you’re wrong. An iPad is immeasurably easier to do many everyday 
things on than your regular Mac, and you can do them in bed, too!

And so don’t expect Mac innovation to stop at touching, stroking and 
gesturing — we are also likely to see massive changes in the operating 
system. In time, don’t be surprised if an iPad-style system interface also 
comes to the desktop.

Steve Craddock
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TOP TIP — Safari Reader
A great little addition to Safari 5 is Reader 
— an ad-free way of viewing articles.

Situated at the far end of the address toolbar 
when you are viewing articles is a grey box with 
the word Reader, and if you click on this, the page 
will change to a larger font and a much more reader-friendly layout — 
wow!

This is a great plus for me as I’m often copying & pasting into Pages or 
Bean to reformat to a friendlier layout for reading, sharing and printing.

Reader takes you 
from this 
cluttered 
page with 
advertisements:

To this: 

Images don’t seem to  appear unless they are embedded in the article.

The floating toolbar at the bottom of the page has enlarge, reduce, email, 
print and close buttons. To exit back to the article, press escape or the close 
button on the floating toolbar. A neat feature is that the spacebar acts 
like page down — great for skimming. 

Footnote: iPad users are eagerly awaiting an update to Safari on iPad so they 
too can enjoy Reader.

Prue Paterson
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Dear Aunty Mac,
Thank you for the welcome to BMUG I got from Marnie. I have already 
bought 18 Manuals which are great and I am looking forward to your 
Newsletters and any other information. My first iMac was replaced 
because I had a lemon and in less than 2 months the hard drive failed on 
my new replacement iMac. I was most thankful for AppleCare. 

I congratulate BMUG on what you are doing. It is just wonderful.
Lorraine McKenzie 

Dear Lorraine,
 many thanks for the kind words about BMUG. It's always good to hear 
from a satisfied 'customer'. I'm glad to hear you're enjoying the manuals, 
and I'm sure that you will also enjoy the monthly newsletters. Both are 
invaluable sources of knowledge. While you're waiting on this month's 
edition why don't you go to the website where you can read and/or 
download all past editions. These are good reading, and have lots of 
great stuff in them. 

Aunty Mac

 Dear Aunty Mac,
I came across a nice video from Izzys Videos (Google will find it) 
explaining the best way to convert video to the right size and format for 
the iPad using MPEG streaming, a free app.:

http://www.izzyvideo.com/tag/free/
Andrew Newton

Dear Aunty Mac,
Thanks for the information on the AppleUsers Spotlight 
e-magazine. I have downloaded the current and previous editions, and 
will, in due course, get round to ploughing through them! A good range 
of material in them both, and I will certainly be checking back on the site 
regularly. 

A must site for all BMUG (and other MAC) users!

Regards, and thanks,
Ian Little

Dear Ian,
we’re glad you checked it out. We think AppleUsers Spotlight is becoming 
indispensable.

Aunty Mac

http://www.izzyvideo.com/tag/free/
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TOP TIP  for saving 
money — Pixelmator!
We’ve all heard about Photoshop and 
the amazing things that it can do, and 
we know that whilst it’s  a fantastic 
program it’s a little on the pricey side 
(at around $700US maybe that’s an 
understatement).

There is an alternative that comes very close and to my “graphical” way 
of thinking beats Photoshop hands down. I’m talking about Pixelmator 
and at about $70 AUS it’s simply well worth a try.

For people who have played with Photoshop, 
Pixelmator will be a breeze — it has the same basic 
functions, and unless you’re a high end user of 
Photoshop, I suspect you won’t notice a 

difference.

For the others of us that dabble in image making or adjustment, well, it’s 
pretty damned good. It’s cheap, comprehensive, highly intuitive to use 
and gets the same results as its more expensive cousin.

I’m sure that there are some differences, but as an occasional user I 
haven’t found any limitations or constraints.

For me, the graphics help in making the program 
easy to use - I like pictures and “pretty” icons and 
Pixelmator has just what I need. The icons and set 
out create a very Mac-like feeling which in turn 
encourage its use and play. Of course, the 

program is “made for Mac” so it’s easy to understand why it’s so good.

Pixelmator is what I think software should be, simple, easy to use but 
with layers of sophistication that the novice simple doesn’t need to be 
bothered with until experience is gained.

To top it off, there’s a wealth of 
easy-to-follow tutorials. These 
are very simple, and really do 
make exploring and using the 
program fun. I like to be 
rewarded when I do 
something well, and the tutorials reward with an outcome that has been 
easy to create and looks great.

The program was developed by a couple of brothers based in the UK 
and as they say, Pixelmator is image editing for the rest of us.

Check it out:    www.pixelmator.com

Pic from a tutorial on how to add lightning to a shot...

Tufan 
Chakir

http://www.pixelmator.com
http://www.pixelmator.com


10

BMUG manuals are now available as 
ebooks
Increasingly, as iPads move from being whizzbang toys to 
indispensable family assets, Mac users are realising the 
potential of ebooks — electronic books that can be stored and 
read on the go. Imagine carrying your 3 or 4 guidebooks on a 
trip to Europe or Southeast Asia as weightless digital files!  

In time, all BMUG publications will be avaialble in ebook form 
to be purchased and downloaded from the club website, but 
presently technical hurdles are holding us back. As an interim 
measure, just mail us your cheque and an order for as many 
manuals as you like for the regular price, $5 each, and you will 
get them on a CD.

The CD will also incluse the simple instructions for importing 
the new books to uout iPad, where they will read beautifully. 
Alternatively, arrange to bring a memory stick and the cash to 
our regular meetings, and we’ll give you the files of your 
choice.

Mail order manuals
In addition to selling manuals over the counter at our meetings, we sell 
them by mail order from the BMUG website. And it’s so easy! You pay 
by PayPal, and purchasers in Australia can have any 3 for $20, including 
postage and packing, while international readers can get two for $20. 

Do us a favour, and mention this service to your friends, wherever they 
might live.

As always, it helps if you order manuals by email to pick up at the meeting, so 
we know how many to print and bind.

Editor
               
How many toys do you have 
that use AA Batteries?
They are the standard ones that fit in your 
Bluetooth mouse, trackpad, and keyboard, 
not to mention scores of other household 
devices.

Well prepare to be astonished — Apple 
has introduced a well-priced gadget that 
will save you money and fiddling around 
— the Apple battery charger.

This compact unit comes with 6 rechargeable batteries (which 
aren’t cheap in themselves). They claim a  ten-year life for the batteries, 
and it’s clever enough to sense when your batteries are fully charged so 
it can stop using power!

Not bad for $39 with free shipping!
Editor

Email 
Steve...
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Griffin Tune center for iPod — last chance!
Do you have a half-way decent sound system on your telly? If you 
do, why not connect your iPod with this snazzy smart dock. You 
get a ‘Front Row’ style interface on the TV screen, from which you 
can make your choice of music to play.

Complete with cables and remote, it’s just $25 or a nice bottle of 
whisky.

Call Steve on 5254 2576

Sony Trinitron 
60cm analog TV 
with digital set-top 
box and remotes
Good stereo sound, 
beautiful picture,
would make an 
excellent ‘second’ TV 
for your holiday home 
or bedroom.

$100 for a quick sale, or make me an offer. Must go!

Similar but not identical to model in pic.
Call Steve Craddock on 5254 2576

BMUG members’ market place
Printer — last chance!
HP7410 all in one  colour printer, scanner, copier with built in fax and 
photo card reader. Good condition. About 4 years old. Dual trays and 
wireless

$100.  Call Tufan on 0414517365

Printer — last chance!
Deskjet 1280  colour printer, prints up to A3 size. About 3 years old. With 
extra long USB cable. Excellent condition

$100. Call Tufan on 0414517365
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Wanted to Rent
Any Mac with an Intel chip. I am planning to upgrade to a new iMac 
some time later this year. My skill levels on Snow Leopard and iMovie 
are falling behind. To keep my skills up to date I would like to rent a 
Mac  with an intel chip  for 4 or 5 months.
Any assistance would be appreciated

David Dixon

Mention these bargain 
items to a woodworking 
friend...
Triton Workcentre circular saw 
bench & Triton Router table, both 
with high quality power tools. 
Also includes all attachments and 
a boxed set of router cutters. In 
excellent condition, but a little 
dusty. 

Forced sale due to health issues, 
$200 or best offer for the lot, a 
fraction of new prices. 
Must Go!

Call Steve Craddock on 5254 2576

Samsung LCD 
monitor - 19”
Purchased March 2009
Balance of 3 year warranty
Easy to install
Smaller version of BMUG 
monitors

$100 — Phone 
Margaret on 5256 1489

For Quick Sale
In unopened carton. 
Epson price is $249.00
but will consider a reasonable offer.

Epson Stylus Office TX610FW 

Laser speed and quality, wireless 
networking.

The Epson Stylus® Office TX610FW is the 
multifunction printer blending productivity 
enhancement and useability for the small 

office. Combining individual ink cartridges, DURABrite® Ultra ink for 
smudge and water resistant prints, wireless networking and Ethernet, 
high resolution printing, fax, automatic document feeder, PictBridge and 
a card reader for uncompromised functionality.

Call Jim Strachan
5221 7523
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