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“So much in love with shiny new toys it’s unnatural.”

August 13 meeting — digital photography & imaging
workshop — Marcus Hill Hall

Digital photography is certainly arousing a great deal of interest in BMUG, and
we again ask you to bring along your own digital cameras and some prints of
interesting shots to discuss in the workshop setting.
Group leaders will be Ron, Don, Steve, and David, while Cliff will host a group
for any non-photographers.

Publishing Assistant:
Jo-Anne Britt

Digital photography offers many challenges beyond simply taking family snaps,
for example ‘stitching’ multiple shots together to produce beautiful panoramas
like the one of Florence below. This technique, and many more possibilities, is
discussed in the new BMUG Photoshop Elements 6 manual.

Having trouble reading
this page?

Whatever your present skill level and your current photographic interests,
this August workshop session will hopefully set your imagination racing with
possibilities.

Make it bigger in
Preview or Adobe
Reader with the
keystroke:

⌘+
or use the magnifying
glass:

July 9 meeting — digital photography

This was an interesting meeting for several reasons. For
the first time, we broke into 3 groups, and although the
wooden-floored hall presents some acoustic challenges,
the sessions seemed to go really well. We were also
heartened by the response to the move back to a halftime tea-break. Many members were spotted in small
groups, talking about features of their cameras and
other related matters.
Your interest inspired the manual editor...
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BMUG free downloads page

Our BMUG website now has a download page making many resources available
to the wider Apple community world-wide, as well as our own members.
You may wish to let your Mac friends know all about it. They don’t have to join
our club to take advantage of it, but if they wish to show their appreciation in a
small way, they could take out a remote membership.

The downloads page includes:
•
•
•
•
•

the monthly BMUG enewsletter, including back copies
BMUG ‘tidy up’ tutorials
BMUG free manuals
BMUG video FAQ tutorials
and a link to AUSOM news

and we are very keen to add more to this page so that it can become our
members’ first port of call whenever they wonder how to go about solving a
particular problem.

Following some questions on the BMUG
forum, a new edition of the BMUG
troubleshooting guide has been prepared,
and it is now available from the downloads
page ...
Link to the BMUG
download page...
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The BMUG forum

is now a vital communication channel enabling the club committee to respond
quickly as issues are raised. It is also strongly supporting our primary role, that of
being a self-help group. We urge you to get involved, particularly in replying to
other member’s questions and responding to their suggestions.
To get involved, take these easy steps. You only have to log in once, from now on, the
forum will remember you and you will be able to write your comment straight off...
1.
2.
3.
4.

read the posts which appear in red bold text.
click ‘comments’ under the post to read what other members have said.
At the bottom of the page you are invited to ‘Leave a comment’. Do this by
clicking ‘logged in’ and use your user name and password when asked.
To return to the main forum page, use the back button on your browser.

It’s as easy as ABC! Now, you can have your say. And you only have to log in
once, because if you click ‘remember me’, you won’t have to write in your log in
and password next time you want to comment.

Link to the BMUG
forum page...
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Marnie is the forum administrator, and she is always ready to help if you have
any difficulty in taking part. Email her, or speak to her directly at a meeting. The
forum will only work if you participate, whether as a regular reader or as regular
contributor.

Members use the forum to share their interests

Keen photographers were the first to use the forum to initiate an informal group
interested in Photoshop. Are there other possibilities for self-help groups you
would like to suggest?
Feel free to use the forum to advertise for starters...
Below, June tells about the first-ever BMUG interest group meeting...

Photoshop Elements Interest Group

Recently, six members, supported by President Dick, met for the first session of
this group. We began by road testing Steve’s new BMUG Photoshop Manual,
which serves as a straightforward introduction to using this program.

Email June to
hear more about
the Photoshop
interest group...

As members identified particular problems and issues, Dick, working through
our own images, was able to clarify them for us — in particular, playing around
with the controls to enhance the quality of our pictures by exploring the nuances
of colour.
A new skill we learned is to use the panorama function in the camera to create
even more exciting images that can then be ‘stitched’ together with Photoshop
photomerge panorama. Try that sometime!
If you would like to get with the strength, email me or check the forum for details
of our next meeting in August. We will divide out time between working on
another aspect of Photoshop and addressing members’ particular questions.
June Brown
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When should BMUG meetings be held?
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The committee has spent some time discussing ways of making our meetings
more ‘member friendly’. We have read all your views expressed on the forum,
and listened to people who were unhappy about waiting outside while the bridge
club finishes their meeting on Wednesdays, and people who like to get home
before dark.

Therefore we ask for your feedback on the following proposal:
Suppose we change our meeting time to the...

First Tuesday of the month at 4.00 pm, finishing at 6.00 pm at the latest.
This simple change would enable us to:
— start earlier and probably finish before dark in winter.
— avoid making the bridge club feel the pressure to finish on time.
and above all:
— hold special interest group BMUG meetings in the hall before the regular
meeting time, thus saving journeys and petrol, as the hall is completely vacant
on Tuesday afternoons. There has already been a member-initiated Photoshop
Interest Group meeting, and it is hoped more will be coming soon. It would be
great to hold such meetings before the general meeting
We understand that any time change will be inconvenient to some, better for
others, and ask you to be flexible. We ask you to consider this change in the
interest of the whole group, because we the committee are convinced that it
would greatly improve our club’s operations.

Link to the BMUG
forum page...

You have every chance to express your views fully:
•
by email to the club;
•
by posting a comment on the club forum;
•
or by speaking up at the next meeting.
Dick, for the committee.

email BMUG...
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Top tip — looking after batteries
Dick Brown

Over the past 4 years, I’ve had to replace the
batteries in my iPod and my MacBook, neither of
which was cheap to do.
The MacBook was very easy, just buy a new battery
and remove the old one. You remove the battery
by by turning the retaining screw with a coin, then
insert the new battery into the cavity, and re-lock the
retaining screw.
The iPod was much more complicated, because I decided
I could do the replacement myself and not send it off to
Apple. This did save quite a lot of money as I only had
buy the battery, but I then had to perform the nearest I’ll
ever get to open heart surgery to get the new battery into
the iPod.
There’s not much space in there and some of the
connections appear very delicate. The tension of those 20
minutes will be with me for the rest of my life!

Link to the BMUG
download page...

After eventually snapping the case shut, the relief as the screen showed the
familiar Apple symbol could be felt throughout the whole house. The up side of
all this is, both are performing perfectly and have done since the replacements.
Since then I’ve found out the reasons the batteries needed to be replaced, basically
bad management by myself. I came across one way to ensure the re-chargable
batteries last much longer soon after and then recently came across further battery
care in iCreate magazine. iCreate is in my opinion the best ‘how-to’ magazine for
Mac users in the world.
In the case of the Macbook I had used it with the power lead connected, for most
of the first six months I owned it, without ever letting the battery run down
completely. It got regular top-ups, but usually the battery was above half charged
and often left connected to the power lead all day long. Evidently this is not how
these batteries like to be treated.

download
the BMUG
Troubleshooting
Guide

They last much longer and perform
much better if they are allowed to
discharge to almost empty before being
connected to the charging lead.
That is, wait until the message appears
that tells you ‘you are now on reserve
power and need to connect to the mains power lead’. Then charge the battery to
completely full in one continuous session.
Obviously this is the ideal scenario, sometimes you will know that you’re likely to
be using your laptop where there may not be convenient power. Then it’s sensible
to top-up the batteries before leaving home. The full charge to almost flat is the
ideal but conditions sometimes may not allow this.
It is preferable if you can organise your charging schedule so you can wait until
the ‘reserve power’ message appears before connecting to the power lead.
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Then charge to completely full. Also, if you can avoid using your laptop with the
power lead continuously connected, then the battery will remain in much better
condition.
Recently reading the ‘Genius Bar’ in iCreate issue 57, I came across another
regime that helps maintain the battery’s condition, ‘Calibrating the Battery’.
No I’d never heard of it either but it is simple to carry out and should, according
to the article, be done ‘regularly’. It is an extreme version of the method just
described. First charge your battery to completely full. Then use your laptop
unconnected to the power lead and run it right down until it goes to sleep. That
is, ignoring the ‘reserve battery’ message, just keep on using the laptop until
it goes to sleep, the screen goes dark and the white light starts gently pulsing.
It’s surprising how much longer the battery keeps providing power. Leave it
unconnected to the power for a few more hours, I left mine for a further 3 hours.
Then connect the lead and charge it fully and continue using as normal.
It was slightly un-nerving ignoring the warning message, they must be there for
a reason, but everything went very smoothly. Although it might be sensible to do
a back-up before doing the procedure for the first time, if only for peace of mind.
Apple on the Australian web site recommends charging and discharging the
battery once a month.
The iPod battery failed for a similar reason. When Martina and I came to
Australia in 2004 we had to wait several months before the container with all
our worldly goods arrived. I’d thought about this and had put our entire CD
collection onto the iPod. I bought a Dock and intended to use the old stereo
connected to the iPod for music until the hi-fi arrived on the boat.
All worked perfectly. I left the Dock with the iPod in connected to the hi-fi and
of course connected to the power all the time, ready for use. This meant the iPod
battery never went flat, in fact hardly discharged at all. A similar scenario to
the Macbook, with a similar outcome, battery failure. In ‘normal’ use iPods will
discharge completely as they are usually a mobile music source working entirely
from the battery. This is ideal for keeping the battery in top condition.
So my advice here is, if you have an iPod dock, or hi-fi equipment with a built-in
dock don’t leave the iPod in the dock when you’re not using it and allow it to run
down completely on a regular basis.
Is all this worth the trouble? Well a quick visit to the Apple site will show that
most MacBook and PowerBook batteries now seem to be $199.00 and a 3gen iPod
seems to be $29.95.
I think it’s well worth a little time spent taking care of your battery, although I
don’t think I’ll be doing a self replacement on the iPod again!
Dick Brown
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Time Travel

Frank Hicks, one of our keen
remote members
Albert Einstein alerted us to the
profound links between space and
time, but he forgot to mention our
memories....
Some years ago I relinquished
my driver’s licence and retired
permanently to the passenger’s seat
of our car. After acquiring a Canon
Powershot digital camera, which
fits neatly into my shirt pocket, it
occurred to me to take snaps through the front windscreen, en route to wherever.
The Canon has a good telephoto lens, and the hypothesis was that zooming
forward on a gentle downward incline might capture a great deal of ‘compressed
information’ — would it work? Too right it does, what larks!

I now have several travel series saved as slide shows in iPhoto. If you play the
series with the shortest time span per photo, say one second, and add the Ken
Burns effect — which apparently you can customize, but I have not successfully
achieved that, yet — you will eventually play back a strangely nostalgic memory
trace of your trip.

Australian
Highways
website...

In practical terms, it is possible to pass on ‘visuals’ of quite complex intersections
and signage to those friends who may be perplexed when they visit for the first
time. There are many Australian road sign websites available by searching online,
and similar images to mine may be found at the Australian Highways website.
In aesthetic terms, you can accompany mini travelogues with anything from
Rachmaninof’s piano allegros, to Scott Joplin, voila! Believe me, the music or
narrative for example from an ABC podcast documentary, makes a difference.
In historic terms I also now have two series, travelling south and north, of the
massive roadworks which have either been completed — the Wodonga-Albury
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internal bypass — or which are in progress between the Victorian border and the
ACT. Never again will these views be available, and once such upgradings are
complete we forget the old ways very rapidly and very completely.
In photographic terms, these linked, single-shot time series may actually function
more effectively than the ubiquitous video camera. Think of those places you pass
regularly, at varying ‘lighting times’ — dawn, sunset, busy traffic, ‘empty and
still’ — and imagine how easily you could build up a series, which when strung
together has its unique impact.

If somebody would like to ‘shoot The Rip’ in varying lights and varying weathers
and seasons, with a range of shipping, I would love to see the images! Similarly,
one of my photographic avocations is to make ‘before, during and after series of
home renovations; no movie camera can do the job as efficiently and adequately.

Frank Hicks, Canberra
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HDR Imaging
Ron Begg

Background

We’ve all taken photos indoors that have been
nicely exposed, except for a window in the
background that has ‘blown out’ — in other
words the exposure is wrong and there is no
detail in that part of the shot. What’s going on?
Well our problem is dynamic range. If the
camera exposes one area correctly, then other
areas will be too dark to hold any detail, or too
light to show properly.
The eye, of course, deals with
these different exposures
effortlessly, and doesn’t even
register them, but images taken
with a camera, simply can’t, at
least they couldn’t before high
dynamic range imaging was
invented.
High dynamic range imaging
(HDRI) is a set of techniques
that allows a greater dynamic
range of exposures — the
range of values between light
and dark areas — than normal
photography. The intention of
HDRI is to accurately represent
the wide range of intensity levels
found in real scenes ranging from
direct sunlight to shadows.
HDR processing was first reported in 1993, and by 1997 this technique of
combining several differently exposed images to produce a single HDR image
was presented to the computer graphics community.
Some HDR images look a bit ‘unreal’ in that the photograph can look
rather‘overdone’… but, beauty remains in the eye of the beholder.
A great variety of commercial software is available to enable HDR’s to be
produced. The basic idea is to use exposure ‘bracketing’ with a digital SLR
camera mounted on a tripod, capturing 5 to 10 images of the same scene, all taken
at different exposures.

HDR image
gallery...

The individual images are loaded into the HDR program and ‘superimposed’ on
each other. The images are then processed to produce a final ‘blend’which may
be further enhanced in iPhoto, Photoshop, Photoshop Elements, or Aperture. The
resulting image may be brilliant, with a bit of luck, but he technique does take
considerable practice!
One issue to bear in mind is that the technique is really only suitable for ‘static’
scenes. Obviously, when you are blending a large number of images, the scene
must be largely still, otherwise when the scenes are superimposed on each other,
the result will be a mess!!
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Here is a pair of before and after images:

A bit overdone for your taste? You will be surprised how quickly you might get
to like them! Here is an evening shot of the Barwon Estuary:

See more of
Ron’s images...

I am happy to answer any questions you may have, BUT remember, I am a
beginner too!!
Yours digitally,
Ron Begg
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Members WANTED

We are always looking for new members. How about bringing a friend along?
And now that BMUG has a number of member benefits to offer even if people
are unable to actually attend meetings, we are getting more remote members, who
participate from remote locations. Do you have a Macintosh friend who lives
elsewhere, perhaps even interstate? Encourage them to join and take advantage
of the membership benefits listed below. Note: the only member benefit not available
to remote members is access to the club library.
Have you paid your 2008 fees yet? PayPal is very secure, and you need have no
concerns about paying online through the BMUG website.

Member benefits:
1— members get FREE website hosting!
2 — members get privileged access to AUSOM FirstClass
Pay BMUG online...

3 — ‘Getting started’ manuals
4 — access to our our growing club library
5 — participation in our club MacPal program
6 — participation in the forum
and above all, members will quickly form their own informal network of nearby
Mac friends with whom they can exchange tips and expand their Mac horizons.

Express mousing

Beginners in workshop groups are often flummoxed by the incredible mouse
speed used by ‘old hands’. Don’t despair! If you can speed up your mousing, you
will soon become as adept as the pros, so try these recommendations...
Do you move your whole arm to move the mouse? You almost certainly
need to adjust ‘tracking speed’ to the maximum in system preferences
- keyboard and mouse. This simple change transforms the feel of the
mouse and enables you to work in a much more precise manner.
What you do is rest the heel of your hand, and ‘wipe’ the mouse left
and tight and up and down in a series of short, brisk movements, rather
than rolling the cursor from side to side of the screen in one continuous
movement. This wiping technique is much more efficient!
Does your mouse skid unpredicatably on the desk — in other words
does it lack traction? You need a mouse mat. Personally I prefer the
old-fashioned softer ones made in ‘wetsuit-style’ material. I find the
glossy ones are no better than the desktop itself. And you don’t need a
big one. A small mouse mat is fine if you learn how to ‘wipe’.
Finally, if you use a non-Apple Mouse like the excellent Logitech
ones, you will need to install a special control centre installed in
the preference pane. This will also have a second set of controls for
tracking speed and scrolling speed as you see at left. Faster is better!
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Death of a hard drive
Jo-Anne Britt

Two weeks ago my two-year-old Macbook would
only display a flashing question mark. After
following all the troubleshooting instructions and
reading the Mac forums it was confirmed by Steve
Cooper as death of the hard drive; according to
some, a common problem with this model hard
drive.
I was directed to a computer parts warehouse in
Melbourne where, for the amazing amount of $73,
I was able to purchase a new hard drive more than twice as large and also faster!

Visit the brilliant
Macinstruct site:

I Googled for help and found a great tutorial on changing the hard drive at
Macinstruct. It also covers backing up prior to the change over. Unfortunately,
I was not able to carry out this step, as the sudden death meant we had lost
everything. Luckily I had backed up to an external hard drive and our old
desktop a few days earlier.
Following the instructions on this
tutorial I had no problems changing
over the hard drives and reinstalling the programs.
Here is the Mac book resting upside
down prior to surgery on a couple
of towels with the new hard drive:

First step was to
open the battery
compartment with a
high tech tool, a coin:
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The battery removed:

Then, using a small Phillips head
screwdriver I removed the bracket:

The white tab has been
loosened to pull out the
old hard drive:

Once the hard drive was removed I used a Torx T8 screwdriver to remove the
pegs holding the cover over the hard drive and transferred this cover to the new
hard drive. This special screwdriver is essential and a set may be bought online. I
certainly couldn’t have removed this cover with an ordinary screwdriver.
Finally, I just re-assembled everything in reverse order.
I would suggest if you have a Mac book with the same HD as mine, change over
now. The original 60GB drive is very basic and for not much cost, it is an easy
upgrade.
And remember, back up, back up, back up!
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Jo-Anne Britt

BMUG manuals

A very special new manual is available now:

Photoshop Elements 6 with your Mac

The Photoshop manual is the most detailed
and complex manual so far, because Photoshop
is quite advanced software.
Building on skills you will have learned in
using iPhoto, it moves on to everyday projects
any photographer might find rewarding.
Photoshop itself is an extremely expensive
package, though some of us might have a bootleg version,
but Photoshop Elements is virtually as powerful and the price is right, too.
And here is the editor’s rash promise, which no-one has yet managed to take
advantage of... Come on readers, we’d love to hear from you!
If any member can point out a major omission or error in a manual, we will not
only correct it immediately , we will give you a revised copy free!
David Dixon, Librarian

email David Dixon
about MacPals...

Are you participating in our MacPal program?

Please join in. We hope that within a few months of receiving help regularly, you
will be ready to share your skills and knowledge with the next generation of
new members. In time, we believe everyone in the club will have made several
MacPals. Sometimes your friends will ring or email you for help, and vice versa.

To participate, either as a MacPal or as a beginner, sign up at the next
meeting, or email David Dixon, who is managing the program this
year.
And if you are a remote member, we can always offer assistance by phone or
email.

BMUG Library

Following member interest in the bulk ordering of Pogue manuals, David has
plans to order a range of new books for members. Our ability to get bulk orders
at a discount can save you dollars, so talk to David if you’d like to suggest titles
for him to order.
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Get to know the members of the BMUG Committee...

Dick Brown, President
Don Patrick, Vice-Pres.

June Brown
Cliff Benson
Steve Craddock

David Dixon, Librarian
Des Graham
Marnie Haig-Muir

Graeme May, Treasurer

& Margaret Boyles, Secretary
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