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Handy Apps & Sites


This is an attempt to record and clarify the information 
contained in my recent presentation. Its three main 
topics are the two desktop applications, SwiftText and 
Default Folder X together with the online website 
builder, Adobe Portfolio. The other websites and the 
app mentioned in the Keynote are listed below but are 
not discussed in detail in this document.


Peter Cross
Handy websites

A handy app

https://www.macupdate.com

A comprehensive search directory of 
A p p S t o r e a n d n o n - A p p S t o r e 
applications for the Mac.

https://alternativeto.net 

A storehouse of crowdsourced 
software recommendations.


https://tinyurl.com/app 

https://bitly.com

Two popular url shorteners.

Though free, AppCleaner does a 
thorough job of uninstalling unwanted 
apps. It can be downloaded directly from 
its developer at 

https://freemacsoft.net/appcleaner/

https://alternativeto.net
https://tinyurl.com/app
https://bitly.com
https://www.macupdate.com
https://freemacsoft.net/appcleaner/
https://alternativeto.net
https://tinyurl.com/app
https://bitly.com
https://freemacsoft.net/appcleaner/
https://www.macupdate.com


SwiftText
1.5 MB

Compatibilty:  OS X 10.7 or later (including Big Sur)
Price:            A$2.99  on the Mac App Store



SwiftText

cont.

SwiftText is described on the Mac App Store as follows:-

SwiftText is a quick-action scratchpad for your Mac. Configure it with 
the keyboard shortcut of your choice and you’ll have a text editor 
that appears whenever you need it to make a note - and disappears 
with a keystroke so that you can get back to the task at hand.

SwiftText most resembles Apple’s pre-installed Stickies 
app but in a another form. It can store text of several 
paragraphs long but it is essentially a notepad or jotter. 
With a keystroke,* its single floating window opens 
ready for action. It saves its data automatically but the 
purpose of the app is not to store pages of information 
indefinitely but to act as a temporary storehouse whose 
contents may (or may not) be later transferred to Notes, 
TextEdit, Word, Pages etc.   

SwiftText immediately presents the user with a note, 
ready to add a password, a url or a slab of text to its 
existing list.   It is not multi-note or multi-page. It always 
presents the same page containing whatever 
information you already have stored on it and have not 
yet removed. Unlike Apple’s excellent Notes app, there 
is no further clicking required to either create a new 
note or select an existing note. It partly resembles the 
equally excellent Drafts app but, unlike Drafts, it is not 
available in iOS or iPadOS and is not nearly as 
complex. Like the best apps, however, it does one 
simple thing but it does it very well - and for only 
A$2.99 it’s well worth it.

* SwiftText is also accessible from the menu bar.



Default Folder X
19.32 MB

Compatibilty:   OS X 10.10 or later (including Big Sur)
Price:                A$51.95  

   https://www.stclairsoft.comDefaultFolderX/

Go faster: Quickly navigate through 
folders with hierarchical menus that 
expand as you mouse over them.

Do it all : Preview, tag, rename, 
compress, delete or add comments to 
files in any Open or Save dialog.

Just click: Need to save a file in a folder 
you have open in the Finder? Just click 
on the Finder window!

https://www.stclairsoft.comDefaultFolderX/
https://www.stclairsoft.comDefaultFolderX/


Default Folder X

cont.

Default Folder X allows you to easily and quickly do a 
whole range of things on the Mac which are otherwise 
slow and awkward to achieve but its primary purpose is to 
allow fast access to files and folders no matter where they 
are located on your computer.

Trying Default Folder 
It’s hard to explain what Default Folder is and how to use it 
but once it is demonstrated to you and you try it, you’ll 
find it relatively easy to use and hard to give up. Trying it is 
simple. You can download a fully operational, 30-day free 
trial from the developer’s website at


https://www.stclairsoft.com/DefaultFolderX/

https://www.stclairsoft.com/DefaultFolderX/
https://www.stclairsoft.com/DefaultFolderX/


Default Folder X

cont.

Learning Default Folder involves a few more steps. There aren’t 
any fully satisfactory and up-to-date demos on Youtube but there 
is an excellent, professional one by Don McAllister available on 
his website, Screencasts Online, where he demonstrates how to 
install and use the program.


https://screencastsonline.com/tutorials/utility-apps/default-folder-
x-5


You will have to sign up for the free 7-day trial and remember to 
cancel before the week is up unless you decide to extend the 
subscription, which is a tempting thing to do when you see the 
large range of Apple-related tutorials available there.

Screencasts Online

https://screencastsonline.com/tutorials/utility-apps/default-folder-x-5
https://screencastsonline.com/tutorials/utility-apps/default-folder-x-5
https://screencastsonline.com/tutorials/utility-apps/default-folder-x-5
https://screencastsonline.com/tutorials/utility-apps/default-folder-x-5


Default Folder X

cont.

Using Default Folder 

Probably the best way to understand Default Folder is to use one 
of its keyboard shortcuts. Once you have downloaded and 
installed the program, open its Preferences and choose Shortcuts. 
The last item on the list is Show Menu. Click the “Click to Set“ 
panel opposite and enter a set of suitable keystrokes. 


Once this is done, you can call up the Default Folder menu by 
way of the shortcut, no matter where you are on your computer. 
You can even be in an application in fullscreen mode and access 
any file or folder residing somewhere else in your system. If you 
aren’t aware of it already, you soon realise that, after installation,  
identical Default Folder menus are also present in the Finder 
menubar and in the Save and Open windows of every application.


It’s simple then to take advantage of fast access to all your files 
and folders from anywhere and this alone can justify the purchase 
price of the program.  There is also an extraordinary number of 
other, related things you can do with this application and, even if 
you don’t choose to access Don McAllister’s screencast, you can 
learn the additional features over time. For this purpose, a  
comprehensive User Guide is available from StClair Software at


https://www.stclairsoft.com/DefaultFolderX/DefaultFolderXGuide.pdf


In any case, it doesn’t take long to appreciate that Default Folder 
X is not nearly as daunting as it first might appear and, at the very 
least, it is worth a try. 

https://www.stclairsoft.com/DefaultFolderX/DefaultFolderXGuide.pdf
https://www.stclairsoft.com/DefaultFolderX/DefaultFolderXGuide.pdf


Adobe Portfolio
Compatibilty:  Accessible on most Macs via Adobe Creative Cloud

subscription
Price:            A$14.29 per month as part of the Creative Cloud        

Photography Plan 



Adobe Portfolio

cont.

Portfolio is part of the Adobe Creative Suite and, when 
accessed by way of Creative Suite’s Photography Plan, 
provides a relatively cheap and easy way way to construct 
and publish a website.


You choose from twelve templates largely designed for 
artists, designers, architects and photographers to 
showcase their work. It it is possible, however, to adapt 
these templates to present other material.


See https://portfolio.adobe.com/examples


https://portfolio.adobe.com/examples
https://portfolio.adobe.com/examples


Adobe Portfolio

cont.

With its ease of use and elegant simplicity, Portfolio 
resembles the web building service, Squarespace. 

Nathan Finch of Best Webhosting Australia might well be 
describing Adobe Portfol io when he says that 
Squarespace

… is great for people who want an incredibly easy 
site to build without a lot of optionality. Squarespace 
is best suited for people who want to showcase 
photos. This could be any type of person but it really 
is suited for people showcasing photography and 
other art … creating a beautiful showcase is very 
possible on Squarespace.

Squarespace

https://www.squarespace.com

( https://bestwebhostingaustralia.org/squarespace-review/ )

https://bestwebhostingaustralia.org/squarespace-review/
https://bestwebhostingaustralia.org/squarespace-review/


Adobe Portfolio

cont.

After describing Squarespace’s limited functionality in 
areas such as eCommerce, he continues …

… Squarespace just isn’t meant to be used as a 
website builder where you build whatever you want. 
The whole purpose of it is to work inside a template 
that ensures you have an aesthetically pleasing 
website. There are options - it’s just that those 
options are limited. 

The great thing about Squarespace is that it offers a 
14-day free trial. With the trial, you can begin building 
your site and see how you like the software. This is 
more than enough time to see if you actually like 
using Squarespace.

Again, all of this could be said of Portfolio. Adobe also 
offers 14-day free trials of its products and, although 
Portfolio offers fewer templates than Squarespace, Adobe 
provides links to dozens of visually appealing websites 
created by way of Portfolio’s twelve themes.


As will be seen from the diagrams below, both Portfolio 
and Squarespace are roughly comparable in the price of 
their monthly subscriptions. Similarly, both offer free web 
hosting though Portfolio’s is not a custom domain and 
thus contains “.myportfolio.com” as part of its web 
address.



Squarespace 
price and features

Adobe Portfolio

cont.



Adobe Photography Plan 
 price and features

Adobe Portfolio

cont.



Adobe Portfolio

cont.

Portfolio-Squarespace Comparison

While Squarespace offers unlimited bandwidth, it appears 
to only allow the creation of one site whereas Portfolio 
offers a maximum of five. Even though a Squarespace site 
on its basic plan may be a little more sophisticated and 
functional than a Portfolio one, the latter has huge 
advantages by being part of the Adobe Creative Cloud 
Photography Plan.


In many ways, Portfolio is an afterthought here. The real 
value resides in the other apps and services provided by 
the plan and by Creative Cloud generally. It’s hard to 
believe that a company that charged huge prices for its 
products in its pre-subscription past is offering such a 
bargain. Even now, the full Creative Cloud Suite is a hefty 
cost but the Basic Photography Plan is an exception and 
it makes Adobe Portfolio a credible choice for the creation  
and maintenance of practical and attractive websites.


