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BMUG PDF enewsletter — September 2010
the new iLife ’11 is on the way, 
as an error at Amazon 
has now revealed 
to us...

Keen Mac users should be very excited about the imminent arrival of the latest edition 
of the wonderful iLife software. Everyone should buy this suite, which incorporates 
updated versions of iPhoto, iMovie, iDVD, GarageBand, and iWeb in a single 
package —fantastic value for about $129.

email
Marnie...
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Tuesday September 14 meeting — AGM
We’re expecting a big turnout as the AGM gives members a great 
opportunity to have their say and become better informed about the 
club.  The formalities will be brief, and we will then move on to some 
brief TOP TIPS, including one from Philomena, and a Keynote audio-
visual presentation by new member, Tim Gibson, on climate change. 

Tuesday August 10 meeting 
Another good meeting, though numbers were down, presumably due to 
the wintry weather. Group leaders commented on the growing 
confidence shown by members, a sign that our meeting format is 
bringing the anticipated benefits.
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Email Steve...

Make a 
HelpDesk 
booking...

Do you own an iPhone?I was having a little play today and discovered you can double click the Home button at the bottom of the front of the phone to toggle between functions or apps. For example you may want to have the calculator open but want to make a call or use another app. No problem! Just double click the home button and select the app you want from the last four you have used along the dock. Double click again to toggle between apps or single click to revert to the Home screen.

David Dixon

Virtual books on a virtual 
bookshelf in a virtual

library — read more on p4
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TOP TIP — buying books online
All of us buy books from time to time, maybe as presents, maybe as 
references for our hobbies or interests, or perhaps simply because we 
love reading. Whatever our motivation, there is no doubt that more and 
more of us are first considering our online options when we research 
what books are available or even when we make an actual purchase. 

Amazon *****
What did we all do before Jeff Bezos started Amazon? This magnificent 
institution, in some ways the biggest and best online store of all, was 
founded in 1995, but there were few buyers before 2000. Now, untold 
millions of us buy books, CDs and DVDs there, keep a wishlist on their 
pages, and even check alternative Amazon stores like Amazon.uk or 
Amazon.fr to compare prices.

They are famously cheap, 
their range is incredible, 
their service is prompt, 
their payment system is 
secure, and the only 
criticism I have ever heard 
of Amazon is of their 
postage costs, which often 
equal the cost of the 
purchase.

The Book Depository *****
This new British shop only offers books, but they certainly get the bulk 
of my book orders these days. Since the shop was founded by an ex-
Amazon executive, the ‘look and feel’ of the store borrows a good deal 
from Amazon, but they have some unique selling propositions...

Book Depository offers several great advantages — PayPal; prices 
quoted in Australian dollars; and free postage anywhere in the world! 

There are rumours that they won’t be able to sustain this for ever, but 
let’s make the most of this incredible advantage while we can. To give 
you an idea, a typical hardback novel will cost about $28, considerably 
less than the same book in paperback in Australia! 

The only downside is that their range is not so comprehensive.

Ebooks
Trust me, we are all going to do more and more reading on our iPads or 
Kindles in the future. Ebook purchasing certainly encourages you to 
buy on impulse, as it only takes seconds for the new book to arrive. But 
where will we get our books?

iBooks Store
In Australia, this branch of the iTunes Store is barely 
functioning, and is presently a total disappointment! It 
has a very limited range of old, classic, out-of-
copyright books available, and that is all. The upside is 
that at least they are all free.

Kindle Store
This branch of Amazon is immeasurably superior, since 
it offers a vast range of the latest books, in addition to 
countless free classics. Choosing one example at 
random, the bestseller The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo is 
$8.64. Personally, these days I would definitely buy the 
iPad edition of any Mac reference book in preference to 
the ‘paper’ edition. 
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Borders Store
This is another online ebook store you can access from 
your iPad. Their prices were ridiculous until recently, but 
now they more or less compete with Amazon.

Other sources of free ebooks
Thanks to countless book scanning projects, there are many, many 
options. You download the book to your computer, drag the file into 
your iTunes Books page, then sync it across to your iBooks library. 
Feedbooks, is a highly regarded source of free books.

Second-hand books online
Online second-hand bookshops have transformed book-collecting. From 
all the options available, I would highly recommend:

—  Books and Collectibles, an excellent Australian site;
—  Alibris; and
—  ABE books...
—  and a special mention for Brootherhood Books, run by the 
Brotherhood of St Laurence. 

but there are thousands of other shops, many of which specialise in 
particular fields of interest, such as cooking, or sailing. 

You might like to check prices. I can guarantee you will be surprised at 
how valuable some of your own old books have become!
Tip: if you don’t want to register your details with online booksellers, 
deal with an Australian shop, ring up when you’ve done the research, 
and give your credit card details over the phone. I have done this 
many. many times, and never had a problem.

Steve Craddock

What on earth is Apple up to?
Eagle-eyed members who recently 
update iTunes will have noticed 
this new look with the ‘close; 
minimise; zoom’ buttons at top-left 
of the window:

That’s right, every other window 
on your Mac has the three buttons 
arranged like this...

No-one has yet confirmed whether this is an aberration or whether a 
quite ancient Apple convention is about to be changed. Consistency, as 
they say, is the ‘hobgoblin of little minds’, but consistency in the 
software interface is what makes Apple superior to other computers.  
Needless to say, Apple rumours sites have all been raging about the 
change and what it might mean.  Do you think it’s a big deal?

Steve Craddock
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Dear Aunty Mac,
Would anyone have a Syquest or Jazz drive I could buy or borrow? I 
need to transfer some old files to my new gear.

Roy Hay 
If you can help, please email Steve

Aunty Mac

Dear Aunty Mac,
 I wonder if Auntie Mac could enlighten me about the relative features 
of iMovie and Final Cut Express for the editing of AVCHD video.  I have 
had a look at the FCE handbook, the whole 1152 pages of it, (and I must 
admit that it is quite a challenge to absorb even a few pages at a time). 

The illustrations of the Final Cut screen display and what I see on my 
iMac with iMovie appear to have a lot in common.  Although the blurb 
for FCE claims it to be able to edit AVCHD it seems that it does this only 
after conversion to the Apple Intermediate Codec as does iMovie.  What 
is there about FCE which warrants the price of about $250, the cost is 
not all that important if the features warrant it.  

Changing tack slightly I am attracted to the latest 27" quad core iMac as 
a replacement for my G5.  The price, in equivalent dollar terms, is 
actually cheaper than I paid all those years ago and, of course, an Intel 
processor is necessary for my purpose.

Geoffrey Thomas
maybe the members can help...

Aunty Mac

Dear Aunty Mac,
Maybe someone can help...

I have previously read about taking a series of Photos and using a 
method of "stitching" to achieve a panorama photo. I am about to 
upgrade to a new Sony camera, which comes with  Panorama Mode. 
You just focus on the area you want to photograph, press the shutter, 
then move the camera around to where you want the panorama to stop, 
release the shutter, and the camera automatically  stitches several shots 
into one panorama photo.

My query is this: 
I know that you can download these panorama photos into iPhoto and 
view them as a panorama. Are you able to print them from iPhoto, or do 
you have to edit them down in size? Also, can you import them into 
iMovie, as a panorama? I could probably find these answers by 
experimentation, but, as I have not yet purchased the camera, I thought 
someone may be able to offer some comments.
Thanks,

Peter Baldwin

Another curly question!
Aunty Mac
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BMUG manuals — mail order manuals
In addition to selling manuals over the counter at our meetings, we sell 
them by mail order from the BMUG website. And it’s so easy! You pay 
by PayPal, and purchasers in Australia can have any 3 for $20, including 
postage and packing, while international readers can get two for $20. 
Do us a favour, and mention this service to your friends, wherever they 
might live.

As always, it helps if you order manuals by email to pick up at the meeting, so 
we know how many to print and bind.

Editor

Steve’s iPad group
A group of about a dozen locals with iPads 
exchange news and tips by email. If you have 
bought an iPad, or you are considering doing so, 
just send me an email, and I’ll be glad to add you 
to the list. There’s so much fun to be had with this 
‘magic’ Mac, and we all get a lot from sharing 
ideas.

Steve Craddock

at left, an iPad ‘pastel’ life drawing of  Joe the jazz 
musician

BMUG members’ market place
For Quick Sale
In unopened carton. 
Epson price is $249.00
but will consider a reasonable offer.

Epson Stylus Office TX610FW 

Laser speed and quality, wireless networking.

The Epson Stylus® Office TX610FW is the multifunction printer 
blending productivity 
enhancement and 
useability for the 
small office. 
Combining 
individual ink 
cartridges, 
DURABrite® Ultra 
ink for smudge and 
water resistant 
prints, wireless 
networking and 
Ethernet, high 
resolution printing, 
fax, automatic 
document feeder, PictBridge and a card reader for uncompromised 
functionality.

Call Jim Strachan
5221 7523Email 

Steve...
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17" iMac for sale:-
17" Screen LCD display

Latest version 10.6.4 Snow Leopard
I Life 09
1.83 GHz Intel Core Duo Processor
2 GB Ram160 GB Serial ARTA hard drive
CD and DVD burn with Macripper and Toast 8
Built in I Sight Video Camera
Apple remote, keyboard and mouse
Excellent Condition, 4 years old.
Asking $500

Contact:- Michael Farrow
         041 8360849 or 03 52221498

         East Geelong

Mouse plague
Apple wireless Magic Mouse (with 
instruction book): $35

Microsoft wireless Bluetooth mouse (with 
instruction book and software disk): $25

Call Marnie on 5241 2780
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