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birds with his digital camera
and a pair of binoculars. Read
more in our Top Tip on page 10
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This, our first ever January meeting
exceeded all expectations. Many members
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attended, and after a lively session

Web Manager

wrinkles, we moved into our new groups.

email
Marnie...

discussing digital photography tips and

Tuesday February 9 meeting
Term 1 — iLife — commences for our new BMUG groups, and the
inaugural topic will be iPhoto. If you have not signed up for a
group at this stage, don’t worry, you will be able to get on board at
the start of the meeting.

HelpDesk
Meanwhile, Marnie and Steve were running the inaugural
HelpDesk session, which (we hope) went very well indeed. If you
have a problem, don’t hesitate to make an appointment by email
or in person — but you’ll need to be at the meeting early!

Read more about the new BMUG groups on page 5.
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Annual BMUG Subscriptions for 2009/2010
Annual Subscriptions are due on 1st January 2010.
The following rates apply:
!
!

!
!

!
!

Full members........................$45.00
Remote members.................$25.00

!

!

!

Student members.................$25.00

PayPal is a secure and easy way to pay your subscription
and can be arranged through the BMUG web site
www.bellarinemac.org.au/membership.html
Jim Strachan, Treasurer.

Do yourself a favour and pay early by PayPal!

Well done!
I just thought I should congra

tulate you on
the revised format of our Jan
uary
Newsletter. I enjoyed readin
g it. I am sure
that the professional looking
format will
appeal to all our members.
Peter Baldwin
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BMUG Meeting Changes and our 'new' groups
— an update

advised, the other section will meet in the Old Hall (North end).

In the previous issue of the eNewsletter we told you of the

and Rhonda Whitton will be in charge of the group in the Old
Hall. Lists of names will be available to enable Basic Macs

changes planned for future BMUG meetings. These
changes involve a far greater emphasis on groups and
member participation. Those of you who were present at
our meeting in January will have already been allocated to
either a Basic Macs, Intermediate Macs or Advanced Macs
group. At the February 9 meeting, any new and returning
members will be assigned to a group relative to their Mac
knowledge needs, please see BMUG President Marnie
during the afternoon tea break.
The BMUG committee and the restructure panel have collectively
put many hours into the planning and implementation of these

For this meeting, June Brown will lead the group in the kitchen

members to make their way to the appropriate group.
For all Basic Macs enquiries, please contact
margaretevans@bellarinemac.org.au

HelpDesk
Another important change, which
began, last month, is the
formation of a BMUG Help Desk
which is staffed by a roster of able
and willing people,.

new meeting plans and we are confident that the changes will
enhance all members enjoyment and computer knowledge. As
with all new systems, we know that there will be areas requiring
fine tuning and we ask all members to be patient and work with
us over the next few months until we all become familiar with the
new format and it has been given a chance to 'bed down'.
One thing we can announce at this stage is that from March, the
Basic Macs group will have its own co-ordinator, and that it is
committee person Margaret Evans. As the name implies, Basic
Macs caters for the needs of starters and those seeking to refresh
their knowledge of the fundamentals of Mac usage. We are
gratified to see that so may members have put their name down
for this group, in fact so many of you have done this that it has
been necessary to temporarily divide the group into two. On

We wish!
It will be available to members at every meeting and it is the place
you should go to get all the answers to your Mac questions and
problems. The Help Desk operates strictly on an appointment
basis and these 15 minute sessions will offer members a 'one on
one' opportunity to discuss their needs.
Appointments can be made by emailing your name together with
the nature of your enquiry to help@bellarinemac.org.au or you
can add your name to the list on arrival. Please note that the
number of help appointments available each month is limited and
we strongly advise you get in early to avoid disappointment. The
committee will be discussing the appointment of an all important
Help Desk co-ordinator at their February meeting.

February 9, one Basic Macs section will meet in the Kitchen as
3

Just a brief reminder as to the format of BMUG meetings for Term
1 and beyond. Each meeting will commence at 4:00 pm sharp in

Who is this mystery bonny BMUG babe
with the bottle of Fosters?

the Main Hall and the first 30 minutes will comprise opening,
announcements and general business items followed by afternoon
tea.
At 4:30 pm, members will move into the various groups – Basic
Macs as above – Intermediate Macs 1.0 in the Main Hall –
Intermediate Macs 2.0 in the Old Hall – Advanced Macs in the
Kitchen Annex. Members are asked to carry their own chair to the
group meeting area and return it to the Main Hall after the group
meeting. The main topic for most groups for February will be
iPhoto and if you managed to complete your MacWork please
bring it with you as it will serve as a valuable conversation starter.
Finally, as outlined above, this new meeting system has been
planned with you the members in mind, we believe that when it is
up and running it will offer BMUG members a greatly enhanced
Mac and BMUG experience. We at BMUG will be giving it our
very best shot and we invite members who have any suggestions
or comments about the new system to send them to us for
consideration, just email info@bellarinemac.org.au
Look forward to catching up with you all on February 9
Don

First correct email answer wins a BMUG manual of
your choice

Email Steve...
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Dear Aunty Mac,
Printer drivers

Dear Aunty Mac,
Bootable backups?

I am a BMUG remote member living at Glengarry in the Latrobe
Valley and I have recently encountered a problem with my Epson

A future member has purchased the Backup manual and was
about to do a backup using Time Machine. A magazine article he

Stylus Photo TX700W scanner/copier/printer purchased from

read suggested a bootable back up. Do you see any advantage in a

Epson on line for half-price as a factory second last August.

bootable back up? Your advice would be appreciated
David Dixon

ed!
Solv

It has functioned brilliantly and has exceeded all my expectations
until recently when suddenly it just stopped photo printing. It

Aunty Mac says...

continued to scan and copy without a problem. I tried

There is no doubt that Time Machine is the simplest system

uninstalling and reinstalling the software but with no effect.

to set up and provides a very solid backup indeed. Two

Whatever I did I could not restore this function.

Time Machine backups are even better, particularly if one
is kept elsewhere for security and swapped weekly or

Recently Apple issued a software update which among other

fortnightly.

functions claimed to update printer drivers and it occurred to me
that this could be the culprit. I found the solution through the Fax

A bootable backup. like that made by SuperDuper is even

and Print panel in System Preferences where you can locate the

better, but slightly more technical to set up. For the average

printer drivers. For this Epson printer it should be version 6.32
but it appears the Apple software update had deleted this and

member, Time Machine is the solution. For.the enthusiast,
Super Duper is the solution.

substituted its own version. It was then a simple matter to delete
the Apple driver and, from the Epson software disc, just do an

If your computer is stolen, the hard drive will undoubtedly

easy install of the printer driver only. Problem solved!

go with it — hence the need for an off-site backup which
can be reloaded with Migration Assistant to your new

Just one other matter. Epson require you to register the product

computer.

on line and it seems that they then watch it continuously, first if
you try to substitute a non Epson ink the printer will not accept it

I use TM nearly once a week to get back an earlier version

and secondly when a cartridge is getting low, Epson invite you to

of a file I'm working on for one reason or another,

purchase replacements on line for a price a full 25% lower than
charged by the local suppliers. The printer is still under warranty

something it does very easily indeed.

and I not know if this offer will continue on expiry but I will save
up and lay in a stock just in case.

Aunty Mac

ed!
Solv

Geoffrey Thomas
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Dear Aunty Mac,
Audacity

Dear Aunty Mac,
let me tell you about outstanding retail service

Have you had any experience with "Audacity" free software?
Our daughter gave me a Sony USB Turntable for Christmas, and it
appears as though I will need to download "Audacity" to transfer

s the
w
o
n
k
Who
er?
answ

all my old Vinyl records to the Mac. This is a project which I had
put on the "Back burner", for a "rainy day", as I have got plenty to
keep me occupied with iPhoto and iMovie.
However, now that I have been given the turntable, I will have to
make a start.
Any comments would be appreciated.
Peter Baldwin

Dear Aunty Mac,
An addendum to my earlier small contribution regarding

Recently, after many months of instant printing, the club’s

transferring Appleworks 6 spreadsheets to Numbers.

excellent Fuji Xerox laser printer became impossibly

Faced with a similar situation with an Appleworks 6 word

temperamental. The service department at Designwyse in
Dandenong, the retailers, responded promptly, using their super

processing document, I wondered whether the same would apply

powers to solve the problem in a flash.

with Pages. After a quick browse through Pages Help there it was,

ed!
Solv

just the same easy process. I now have a large word processing

Jason, the Service Manager, took remote control of my iMac, and I

document up and running in Pages, and what an improvement.

spent a happy 20 minutes watching my cursor arrow move,
windows open, check boxes get clicked — all as if by magic. One

Possibly, everyone knows about this, but I'm sure there are many

of the possibilities he needed to eliminate was RAM chip failure, a

like me who don't, and would be grateful for this information,
Allan Collier

fault often responsible for bizarre computer behaviours. Soon, all
was well and we did successful test prints. It would have been
quite impossible to do similar work by instruction over the phone!
Now that’s what I call outstanding after-sales service...
Steve
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Marg Boyles, inaugural member, & hardworking Membership Secretary, stands
down...

been a person to be involved in committees prior to the beginning
of our club but I was passionate about the prospect of having our
very own Mac user group and had no hesitation whatsoever to
offer to be on what was at first — the Steering Committee.
I felt compelled to do my bit to help get the club up and running.
Despite having only very basic knowledge about computer use, I
felt that at least my lifetime of office work might be of some value
to the club. None of us could have possibly envisaged how far
BMUG has come since that first meeting in May, 2006.
My decision to resign from my position on the BMUG committee
has been brought about by the fact that my husband and I have
decided to move back to Melbourne to live in a brand new
Retirement Village.
Among many other benefits, we will be only a seven minute drive
to the airport and as we have a son living in Sydney that we like to
visit several times a year, this will a decided advantage. Our other
son and his family will only be 20 minutes away so we are looking
forward to sharing more time with our grandchildren.
Even after our move back to Melbourne I plan to still keep some
ties with Ocean Grove. From time to time, I hope to have the odd

A personal reflection on my time as Membership
Secretary with BMUG

overnight stay and definitely day visits with friends in Ocean

For almost 4 years I have been Membership Secretary for

can attend either a BMUG meeting or a Green Apples meeting

the Bellarine Mac User Group.

thereby still having some direct association with the club and I
will certainly join any special “extra activities” that BMUG might

Back in May, 2006 when BMUG was born, I well remember how I

arrange apart from the normal meetings.

Grove and on these occasions I will try to time my visits so that I

could not believe my ears when I first heard of the proposal to
form a Mac User Group right here in Ocean Grove. I had never
7

I have enjoyed my time with BMUG and have renewed as a full

Who knows — we might even get a self help group going

member for 2010. Until we actually move, I plan to still attend

in the Village with a bit of luck — I certainly plan to

BMUG and Green Apples Meetings when possible.
Belonging to BMUG has resulted in me becoming a much

attempt this.

more confident user of my Mac and I have gained so much

I wish BMUG all the success in the future – I am sure it will

additional knowledge for which I am very grateful.

continue to go from strength to strength and I will be

I will still continue to learn via BMUG with the excellent

watching the progress closely. I look forward to catching

tips in Steve’s Newsletters etc. And of course I will still be
able to seek help via the HelpDesk if I have any questions I

up with club members from time to time on my visits to
Ocean Grove.

cannot solve by myself.
Marg Boyles
The self-help attitude that our club promotes is a
wonderful skill to have, something that was certainly not
part of my routine prior to the formation of our club. I had
absolutely no idea how to even go about it back in those
pre BMUG days. And as for backing up — back in those
days my comment would have been “Back-Up — what is
that?”
It is very encouraging to now see more and more of our
members coming forward to offer help with various
aspects of our club. Everyone has some area of expertise
that they can share with other club members and after all
— this is what BMUG is all about. I describe BMUG as an
enthusiastic group of Mac users who come together to

Thanks from President Marnie
Best wishes, Margaret. Having sold, and moved a number of
times I fully appreciate the pressure you're under. Far better to
drop your Committee membership and duties and concentrate on
the main game. You've done a great job for a long time and BMUG
will certainly miss your skilled touch with all matters
membership. Sincere thanks for your many years of excellent
service and I hope all goes well (and smoothly) with your sale and
move. We'll look forward to seeing you later in the year in a far
less frazzled state.
Best wishes, and thanks again.
Marnie

learn from and share knowledge with one another. I urge
every single member to think of some way they can help,
no matter how small, to make BMUG grow even stronger.
As an aside – I have already found one gentleman living in
the Village who uses a Mac and I plan to investigate this
further once we have settled into to our new home.
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Breaking news — Apple announces the ‘missing
link’, the sensational iPad
After feverish speculation over the last year, Apple finally
announced their new tablet computer on Thursday morning, our
time. Your intrepid editor was up at 5.00am listening to Steve Jobs’
inspiring presentation, and was, (thankfully) not disappointed.

So what does this all mean for the typical BMUG member? Why
don’t you write in with your suggestions...
Here’s what I could do with one right now...
(are you listening, Good Fairy):
•!

my Hi Fi, choosing albums from the iTunes-style
music browser;

As readers of our September article
last year — ‘When will Apple offer
the missing link‘ — know, there has

•!

And now they’ve done it, and at a

morning;
•!

take it on holiday and back up my camera card to it
daily;

•!

streamline my present addictive web surfing habit.
Presently I like to sit watching the news, following up

price level about $300 below all

interesting items on my laptop. Even the most

predictions!
We won’t see one an iPad in
Australia for several months, but
there’s already feverish
speculation about additional
features the ‘next’ iPad model
will include.
As I said in the last newsletter, early adopters often
get burnt, and Apple is particularly prone to have an even better
and even cheaper model on the market quite soon after the launch
of any new product, one of their more reprehensible business

get subscriptions to international newspapers
delivered by wireless to the tablet to read every

been a significant gap in the Apple
lineup — their failure to offer a
compact, powerful netbook.

use it as a superduper remote control to play music on

sceptical critics say the tablet offers an undeniably
superior browsing experience;
•!

pass it around friends in the lounge room, using it as a
superior digital photo album.

I’m not going to bang on about the iPad any more, but simply
suggest you watch the superb video introduction from Apple at
the address below. If you have a Macbook Pro with the multigesture trackpad, or a Magic Mouse, you’re already accustomed to
the gestures the iPad will take even further.

Link to Apple iPad video:

practices, so if I were you, I wouldn’t be too hasty.
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TOP TIP — bird photography for the “financially
challenged” twitcher.
On a recent visit by the Melbourne “Photoboca” group, Bob Young
noticed me taking photographs with my cheap digital camera
through our groups’ telescope and through my binoculars. The
fishing equivalent would be having a go with a piece of string and
a bent pin — more in hope than in expectation!

binoculars. And he results can sometimes surprise good
photographers that use very expensive equipment.
I should explain how my interest in bird photography began. I
had been “having a go” with my Canon A80 (3megapixel, 3x
zoom) for about 18 months and had some nice coloured dots to
show for my efforts, but very little else!
Then one day I came across a Little Eagle feeding on a small
rabbit. It allowed me to approach and when I was quite close I
Well, the good news is that I have taken some absolute beauties.
I’m currently having a ball, just to see how far the technique can
be pushed. I should say at the outset that it is not possible to
compete with a good DSLR and a long lens but then my “system”

was amazed to see another rabbit hop up to within a meter of the
eagle that was probably consuming one of its relatives. When the
eagle ate, so did the rabbit and they periodically looked at each
other as they went about their business!

can be bought new for just over $100 if you already have some
10

I just had to capture this, so I switched my camera to video mode
and held it up to my binoculars. I tried to steady the camera on a
fence post and promptly got electrocuted across my “lower
abdomen”. How the eagle didn’t fly and the rabbit didn’t run will
have to remain one of life’s great mysteries.
When I got home I played (the very shaky) videos on my
computer, and was really pleased that I had captured something
amazing.
I ran the video may times and used
the pause button to find some
decent frames. I then used the
computer “screen capture” to get
an image, took it into my picture

binoculars. The camera lens also fits over the eyepiece of our

editing software, and cropped it. I

“Bellboca” telescope. It is essential that the metal outer part of the

then e-mailed these images to Rob

camera lens can not touch the telescope or binocular eyepiece
lenses.

Cowdell who kindly printed them
up a dozen to the page.

I simply hold the camera to the binoculars or telescope without
This shocking incident got me

any attachments. What is amazing is that the image in the

thinking “there’s got to be a better

telescope or binoculars can be optically zoomed 3 (or 4 with the
A590 IS) times and all the auto functions of the camera still work!

way!” If in doubt “read the
manual”. The first thing to say is that if you use the default
settings on a digital camera with binoculars or a telescope you will

That means the aperture and shutter are automatically set and the
auto-focus still works.

not get very good results. However when I discovered “Fast
photography career began.

In all instances the bird and the photographer will be moving so
one has to shoot at the fastest possible speed. The price you pay is

My technique is very simple (but needs some practice). The lens

image. The technique can only produce good images if the bird is

of Canon “Powershot” cameras such as the A80 and my new A590

in good light. If the light is poor, come back on a better day.

Shutter” mode on my little Canon A80 camera, my bird

a higher ISO setting that causes some extra grain in the final

IS, fit snuggly into the rubber eyepieces of my Gerber DLX
11

When my A80 “died” I marched into the camera store and asked

fill a large part of the frame, then the quality of the photograph

“what have you got that has the same sized lens as this?” They

will not be very good. With maximum optical zoom (forget digital

showed me the Canon A590 IS which had extra pixels (8meg),
extra optical zoom (4x) PLUS image stabilization! All for a

zoom), my binoculars give me a lens equivalent of over 500mm,
and with the telescope way over 1,000mm!

fraction of the price of the old A80. But alas there was no ”Fast
Shutter” mode. However by using Program (P) and choosing ISO

The third tip is to “be ready”. The beauty of taking pictures this

HI, I was back in business.

way is that a small digital camera with 2 lots of spare batteries can

The best tip I could give anyone is to sit in the garden on a sunny

always be in your pocket. If you have your binoculars you are in
business. Currently my system is as follows: If the sun is out and

day and try out several settings with your camera and binoculars.

the birds are around, then the camera is in my hand, switched on,

Choose a non moving object in the sun and go through the camera

and already zoomed to the maximum, ISO is set to ISO HI, P is

manual and try lots of the features. For focusing it is best to

selected (Program – auto aperture and shutter), centre focusing

choose the “Centre” option. For light metering “Spot” is usually
the best but also have a go with “Centre Weighted Average”.

has been selected, spot metering has been selected, exposure
compensation is set to plus one third, Image Stabilization is set to
shoot only, white balance is set to auto, custom colour is set to

The second best tip

contrast maximum, sharpness maximum and saturation mid

would be that once you

range, and flash is off.

have decided on a
combination of settings

If your camera doesn’t have some of these settings the bottom line

“set and forget them!”

is that you want to ensure that the shutter speed is as fast as
possible.

On a given outing take
all the shots with those
settings and if they

Taking the shot! It is critical that the image is focused as sharply
as possible in the telescope or binoculars. If the bird is “sitting

don’t work then try

nicely” the focus should be checked every few shots. It is all too

something else. Don’t

easy to blame the camera for not focusing properly when in the

change lots of variables

excitement the telescope/binoculars are not carefully focused. If

on the day.

the bird moves forward or backward then re-focusing is essential.
Once everything is set and you have the image of a bird on the

Accept from the start

LCD screen, how you use the centre of the screen will have a big

that if the bird isn’t in

effect on the image.

good light and doesn’t
12

With the way I set the camera up, the camera screen centre is used

then hold the shutter half way down while you re-position the

to both focus and meter the light. You can make the image light or

image and wait to depress the shutter all the way when the bird is

dark by having the centre on a light or dark part of the bird.
Fortunately this is shown on the screen and you can depress the

in good position. Mastering this technique leads to a quantum
leap in the number of successful shots of birds. Easy to say but

shutter half way to see if it is too light or dark. Try a few positions

not so easy to do when a Hobby lands in the tree next to you or a

if unsure. This needs some practice to get right. If the bird is

Kestrel is dismembering a mouse on a post in front of you. This is

positioned “side on” it is usual to focus on the head. If the eye/

when camera shake exceeds bird movement.

beak is out of focus it is very noticeable.
Improving the shot. If, on a bright sunny day you are in the
The best light to photograph birds is in the early morning and late

happy position that the bird is “sitting” for you, then try setting

afternoon. This will present some difficulties as the sun will often

the ISO to 200 or even 100. Check what shutter speed will apply

be shining on the cameras’ LCD screen. This was the beauty of the

and if better than one hundred and twenty fifth of a second, give it

reversible adjustable screen on the Canon A80 – it could be angled
towards the viewer. If everything is set up as described above,

a go. Any slower than this and you will have to be lucky because
the large magnification also magnifies the camera shake. You

sometimes you simply have to trust yourself and “go for it” when

could also try changing the white balance rather the using AWB.

you can only see a glare affected image on the screen. A very
successful technique is to focus on a mid-colour part of the bird
13

But wait – there’s more! If you enjoy seeing nice birds and are also

I’d like to conclude with a quote by the famous Australian

able to take a good photograph, then that enjoyment can be

ornithologist Graham Pizzey :

enhanced in many ways.
“If you are not an artist, photography is your sole remaining
The first is when you review your shots when you get back to

friend. This is in no way regrettable, for photography is not the

your car or when you get home. It can sometimes take your

soulless mechanical process that some artists imagine. There are

breath away when you utter “Yes! – I got it!”

many ways of expressing your personality through a camera. A

The second is either printing your best shots to make an album, or

technique must be learned but after that what you do with the
technique is your affair alone and if your personality and

editing them to make computer slide-shows which can easily be

appreciation are strong enough they will eventually impress

burnt to DVD. The third is to be able to compare your images

themselves on your photographs. A series of photographs into

with those in the bird guides in order to learn how light, shade

which you have poured your energy and resourcefulness, quietens

and bird orientation can significantly change the appearance of a
bird. Finally, to be able to share your photographs and enjoy them

for a time your need to express yourself, and you feel content
because you have extended yourself to do the best you can, even

with fellow bird photographers is an endless source stimulation to

though you know there is much more to be done”.
Neil Hickman

do more and to do better.
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Introducing the new
BMUG Membership
Secretary, Peter
Oakley
My brother in the UK was
an early adopter of
computing from the 1980s.

BMUG Member benefits:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

members get FREE website hosting!
members get privileged access to AUSOM FirstClass
‘Getting started’ manuals
access to our our growing club library
participation in our club HelpDesk program

and above all, members will quickly form their own informal

He purchased an early

network of nearby Mac friends with whom they can exchange tips

Apple Macintosh Classic,

and expand their Mac horizons.

which he swore by.

Troubleshooting help
On his advice, in about 1995, I bought a Power Macintosh 7100

BMUG exists to share Mac tips and skills. Should you have any
troubleshooting issues, we recommend you follow these steps,

running Claris Works. This lasted for many reliable years with two

which incidentally are just as available for remote members as for

upgrades

those who come to meetings:

until it was retired as too slow for the internet. My working career
was with an international tyre company, which sent me to

1,! Do a Google search. It’s highly likely someone knows
how to fix the problem and has already posted a
solution.

Australia in 1972, and latterly we were all using laptops.
2.!

Consult the BMUG Downloads page of the club

After being retired for a few years, in 2008 I bought an iMac,

website. There you will find numerous tutorials that

which I love. Taking this role in BMUG will make me learn more
about iWork, iLife, and general computing, and help with my

will help you with common problems. You can also
download our Troubleshooting Guide, a very handy
publication.

interest in genealogy.
Peter Oakley

3.!

Buy the appropriate BMUG manual. Check out the
title list on our website and remember you can
purchase them online by using PayPal.

4.!

Keep a complete file of BMUG newsletters. On many
occasions, I go back and search through newsletters
until I find the appropriate ‘Top Tip’.

5.!

Consult the BMUG HelpDesk by making an
appointment for one-to-one help
15

Get to know the members of the BMUG Committee...

Marnie Haig-Muir,
President

June Brown,
meeter & greeter

Steve Craddock,
Vice President

David Dixon
Hall setup & put-away

Prue Paterson,
Web Manager

James Strachan,
Treasurer

Peter Oakley
Membership Secretary

Jürgen Gross,
Margaret Evans,
Librarian,
Hall & equipment

Don Patrick,
Email Secretary
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