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Tuesday February 10 meeting, Making the most of iTunes
on your Mac...
Members were very interested in this topic, and though we covered it in some
detail, we will follow up in this bumper music edition of the newsletter, so read
on....
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BMUG’s new home — St Peter’s Church Hall,
corner of Hodgson and Draper Streets, Ocean
Grove

Our new meeting place is one block north of the Ocean Grove main shopping
centre, over the road from the Ocean Grove Park. We believe this move will be
great for the club, and that we will fit in very comfortably indeed. We need you
there next Tuesday, so come along and check it out...

Melway Reference — map 483 J 11
What does St Peter’s offer?
1. We are returning to our heartland — Ocean Grove;
2. Parking is great;
3. The room size is just right, outdoors is very usable, the acoustics are fine, the
sound system and screen is always set up to go; and
4. The hall committee is very cooperative and welcoming.

Why have we moved?
BMUG simply outgrew our original venue, the Ocean Grove Neighbourhood
house, and so after considerable investigation, we moved on to the Marcus Hill
Hall.
This offered ample space, and at first seemed to meet all our needs, but after a
while, presenters began complaining about the lousy acoustics. It seemed
ridiculous to be huddled in one corner of a vast room, and yet be forced to use a
microphone because of the echoing sound. And so we started looking again...
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How good is the iPhone?
With all the hype about the iPhone prior to its
launch in Australia I was determined to have one!
After reading the supplier options in the Age
Green Guide (Optus, Telstra and
Vodaphone) it was decided that although
Telstra appeared to be the dearest, I would
have to to pay out a two-year contract on
my earlier mobile phone should I change to another
supplier. So Monday morning following the weekend launch in Australia, I
was down the town and into the Telstra shop.
Whilst the phone was completely new to me, the sales staff knew little more,
except of course the charges! An 8Gb model was available and following the
usual extensive paperwork my phone was unpacked and plugged into their
computer system. There it was fixed so it would only work on the Telstra
network, my SIM card was transferred and I was away with my operating
iPhone.
Upon arriving home I had to ring myself up to try it out and it worked!
Immediately I wished to find out what else the unit would do so I downloaded
the iPhone User Guide from the Apple Website. The Guide is about 150 pages
and is full of information. It started by telling me to down load the latest version
of iTunes onto my computer as this is the source of all the software for the phone.
Having completed this the the phone was connected to my iMac with the
supplied special USB cable.
The first task was to register the iPhone with iTunes on my
computer and create an iTunes Store account. The on-screen
instructions guide you through all this, and the purpose is not only
to charge the battery, but to sync the phone with almost anything
that you have on the computer.
Your iPhone can be synced with all or any of the following:
— Contacts from your Address Book with their full details
— Calendars from iCal
— eMail account settings.
— Web bookmarks
— Music already held in iTunes
— Photos in iPhoto
— Podcasts
— Movies
— Applications downloaded from the App store.
The iPhone shows all these functions on its touch screen as familiar Mac icons so
one immediately feels at home. It is then only a matter of pressing the icon and
the application is launched.
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There are two methods of syncing between your phone and computer system.
• By connecting through iTunes as mentioned above.
• The simplest, is to open a MobileMe account. This is known as a “push”
account which means that as soon as an entry is made in either your phone or a
computer on your network it flows through automatically to the other units.
For example an appointment entered in the calendar on your iPhone will
immediately appear on your computer(s), if turned on or as soon as they are
awake.
It is easy to send and receive eMail messages from the phone anywhere in range
of a Wi-Fi network such as an Airport Extreme unit or from a Hot Spot to which
you have access. Should no network be available, iPhone automatically connects
over the cellular data network that you have joined when purchasing the unit.
TIP: I have this facility turned off when about Geelong. On most mobile phone
plans the cost of downloading data is high, and after all I would be home soon.
Any messages can wait until then. Should I be travelling, it is a different story.
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A stereo headset with a mic is supplied so when
out walking the dog, listening to music and the
phone rings it is a simple matter to just squeeze
the button on the cord. The call then overrides
the music.
The unit is equipped with Bluetooth which
enables music to be played over a similarly

equipped car radio thus avoiding the further purchase of a transmitter or cabling.
As with many of the latest mobile phones, there is a digital camera but at this
stage no zoom or flash. Any photos taken can be held in an internal photo library
or transferred to your computer using either Bluetooth or with the USB
connection.
A further facility is the “Maps” application which will find your position if you
are lost or guide you to wherever you wish to go within Australia. The screen
shows either a map, the Google Earth view or a combination of both. It does not,
however, talk to you like many of the car Satnav devices.
I have recently acquired a copy of a new edition of Take Control of Your iPhone
written by Ted Landau. for $US15. It is a publication of some 178 pages and looks
to contain many useful tips, but will take time to absorb. Perhaps in a future
Newsletter, I may report on it, but before I use up more space I would like to
know if members are interested in the proposal, perhaps through our Forum.
James Strachan
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BMUG was founded to share computer knowledge and skills. We are a voluntary
collective, and together, we know much more than any of us know as individuals.
So how can we help when things are going wrong for you?

Email
Jürgen...

Ring Jürgen, our co-ordinator of MacPals, on 5255 4517
Whether you are a newcomer to Macs, or whether you are an old hand
experiencing problems you can’t deal with, ring Jürgen. He will assist in one of
several ways:
•

by quickly dealing with your issue;

•

by assigning you a free MacPal — a knowledgeable mentor who can visit
your home, help set up your Mac, and assist you from time to time via
phone or email. This program is one of BMUG’s most under-used assets,
and as a result of your reading this newsletter, we are hoping to have 10 or
more new members signed up with a MacPal by the end of the week;

•

or by passing your query on to one of our guru members with special skills
and abilities beyond those of mortal folk. They will soon have you up and
running again.
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More on iTunes and Music with your Mac
Member who were able to attend our February meeting discussed many tips
about enjoying music with the help of your Mac. For those who missed out, here
are a few pointers to get you going...

Get all your Cds into iTunes
Even if you don’t know yet what you are going to do with your music library,
start producing it. It’s a great activity for a rainy day. And save the music in
Apple Lossless format. It’s less compressed and sounds better. Now, read Don’s
software workshop handout from the February meeting, read the BMUG Music
and Listening manual, read Steve’s handout on hardware, and get going. You’ll
never look back!

1. using iTunes on your Mac — software workshop
iTunes is easy, iTunes is fun, iTunes will transform your listening experience. Use it to
store your CDs and even your LPs and Cassettes if you still have some. And what better
way to buy new music than from the iTunes Store…
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Insert a CD into your computer and away you go. (You
may want to change the iTunes Preferences).
•! LPs or Cassettes? - these requires a turntable, cassette
player etc.
• ! You can choose the quality of the copied sound (AAC,
Apple Lossless, mp3 etc.) Which one you choose largely
depends on where you will be playing it e.g.. Computer,
HiFi, iPod etc.!

3"'/$%&-"./*&4)(-&,5+&/2"$+.&.,()+&
•!
•!
•!

Select iTunes Store and browse to your heart’s content. You can buy whole albums,
tracks (songs), video clips, games, iPhone applications and so on.
To purchase you will need an Apple ID which will enable you to do it with little
more than one click.
Most music comes with the cover art to print out if you actually want to burn the
CD and often the accompanying booklet is available and can be accessed through
iTunes or printed.
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You will soon find out that you need to sort your music into categories, genres,
artists, composers and the like.
This can be achieved by creating Folders and Playlists in the sidebar.
Smart Playlists are very handy.
Genius is a recent innovation where iTunes goes through your library and suggests
musical items which ‘go’ together in possible playlists etc.
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But wait there’s more — thousands of podcasts on every conceivable topic are
available.
•! Radio programs from all around the world can be listened to.
•! Not forgetting as video clips, games, iPhone applications and so on.
• ! And, don’t forget the Visualizer!
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2. iTunes hardware workshop
getting music to the audience
Once you have your music, your talking books, or your podcasts as digital files in the
computer there are many ways to share them and listen…
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•! Simply play the music and listen on powered speakers or headphones.
•! Cable your computer to the ‘auxiliary’ input on your Hi Fi.
• ! Transmit the sound through an Airport network. You will need an airport unit near
the Hi Fi connected to the ‘aux’ input.
•! Or send the music wirelessly or by
cable to a soundbridge device
connected to the ‘aux’ input.
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An Apple TV connected to your TV/home theatre will receive
iTunes wirelessly, or you can copy your library over to it and use it as a
music server.
•!
Note that there are other HI Fi music server systems. Presently
they are expensive, and not well-related to your computer. Not many
people use this solution at this stage.
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If you have a copy of your library on a laptop, you can directly connect your laptop
to your HI Fi. This is a very good solution!
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Transferring your files from the computer to the iPod is called ‘syncing’. You either
do this automatically every time you dock your iPod, in which case the libraries will
be identical, or do it manually where you decide which stuff to copy over.
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simply connect and listen.
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Now you may be able to dock your iPod to
your Hi Fi.
Alternatively, you can dock the iPod to a
radio, or other semi-portable iPod dock with
speakers.
Another option is via a dock connected to
your TV, with menus displayed on the
screen and sound through the TV speakers.

/D(7&,(&*9)&>/&@/
•!

Simple, inexpensive dock systems transmit
the sound to a vacant FM frequency on your
car Hi Fi.
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TOP TIP — using a laptop as a music server
Recently, I decided to try a new solution for listening to music, using a laptop as a
music server. This means having all my music in an iTunes library, and
connecting the laptop to my lounge room hi fi. There was just one problem — my
laptop hard drive (already half-full) was a measly 80 GB, while my music library
was 107 GB...
Fortunately, I’d acted as surgical assistant to Don the week before, as we replaced
a similar laptop drive with a new 500 GB drive. So once again, we got out the two
simple hand tools required — BMUG owns a set of the TORX tools needed — and
made the changeover in about 10 minutes, an entirely stress-free process.
Now when I say the changeover took 10 minutes,
that’s right, but there will be some hours of work in
the background in cloning the data, software and
settings from your hard drive to the new one.
Now we’re not going to bore you by describing
how to do it in detail. In the August 2008
newsletter, BMUG trendsetter Jo-Anne Britt
described how she did it very successfully.
Suffice it to say that Apple wants to overcharge
you for the new hard drive, then charge excessively for

It’s not rocket
surgery!

labour. If you do it yourself, your new hard drive will cost less than Apple
proposes to charge you for labour! Let’s say the figures are roughly $175 for selfhelp rather than $450 for doing it the Apple way. We might even do it for you as a
BMUG meeting demonstration.

Upgrade a
laptop hard
drive...

Pat chooses an album in iTunes, and the music
gets to the amplifier through the simple Airport wireless network
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Members WANTED
We are always looking for new members. How about bringing a friend along?
And now that BMUG has a number of member benefits to offer even if people are
unable to actually attend meetings, we are getting more remote members, who
participate from remote locations. Do you have a Macintosh friend who lives
elsewhere, perhaps even interstate? We already have one member in Canada and
several interstate!
Encourage them to join and take advantage of the membership benefits listed
below. Note: the only member benefit not available to remote members is access to the
club library and attendance at meetings.

Member benefits:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

members get FREE website hosting!
members get privileged access to AUSOM FirstClass
‘Getting started’ manuals
access to our our growing club library
participation in our club MacPal program
participation in the BMUG forum

and above all, members will quickly form their own informal network of nearby
Mac friends with whom they can exchange tips and expand their Mac horizons.

Troubleshooting help
Go to the
BMUG
forum...

BMUG exits to share Mac tips and skills. Should you have any troubleshooting
issues, we recommend you follow these steps, which incidentally are just as
available for remote members as for those who come to meetings:
1.

Do a Google search. It’s highly likely someone knows how to fix the problem
and has already posted a solution.

2. Consult the BMUG Downloads page of the club website. There you will find
numerous tutorials that will help you with common problems. You can also
download our Troubleshooting Guide, a very handy publication.
3. Buy the appropriate BMUG manual. Check out the title list on our website
and remember you can purchase them online by using PayPal.
4. Keep a complete file of BMUG newsletters. On many occasions, I go back and
search through newsletters until I find the appropriate ‘Top Tip’.
5. Post a question about your issue on the BMUG forum.
6. Sign up for a free BMUG MacPal by ringing Jürgen on 52554517. If you don’t
need a MacPal, but rather specific help, Jürgen will pass your query on.
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Members’ marketplace — for sale
Redundant RAM
1GB PC5300 (667 MHz) DDR2 SO-DIMM chip. Fits
all MacBooks, MacBook Pros and iMac models from
early 2006 to the present.
Perfect condition, price: $50
Phone Marnie on 5241 2780

Laptop
Mac iBook G4, 768 Mb, running OSX
10.4.11, plus an La Cie DVD recorder,
both in excellent condition.
$500 or best offer for the two.
Phone Lesley on 5241 2780
and don’t hesitate to email with your
want or for sale advert

Email
Steve...

Mac 24" Aluminium
iMac for sale, probably the most cared-for and carefully maintained computer
in the country, if not the world. Must go to a loving home.
It is in perfect condition and
has the following specs:
Intel Core 2 Duo "2.8 GHz
2GB RAM
500 GB Hard Drive
Super Drive
Purchased 5/11/07
Original cost $3150
Transferrable Apple Extended
warranty until 5/11/10
Asking price "$1,750
Phone Don on 5254 2650
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Get to know the members of the BMUG Committee...

Marnie Haig-Muir,
President
Steve Craddock,
Vice President

James Strachan,
Treasurer
June Brown
Librarian

David Dixon,

Margaret Evans
Jürgen Gross

Don Patrick

& Margaret Boyles,
Secretary
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