BMUG PDF enewsletter

December 08 — Christmas special
committee

Marnie Haig-Muir,
President
Steve Craddock,
Vice President
Margaret Boyles, Sec.
James Strachan, Treas.
June Brown
Peter Collings
David Dixon
Jürgen Gross
Don Patrick

Publishing Assistant:
Jo-Anne Britt
Website Assistant:
Prue Paterson

As Gizmodo says:

“So much in love with shiny new toys it’s unnatural.”

Tuesday December 9 meeting, 4.00pm!
Christmas party and show and tell

We’d like to see all the local members at this, our last, and hopefully best, meeting
for the year. Drinks and nibbles will be provided, and there will be surprises and
gifts for everyone attending. We’re hoping members will bring along something
exciting for show and tell — maybe a new piece of equipment; maybe a homemade Christmas card or present; maybe your favourite photograph taken this
year.
And if you have a little niggling computer issue or skill you’d like some help
with, we’ll be setting up the beautiful new club screens at the side of the room
with laptops, so you can solve your problems on the spot.

email Marnie...

Having trouble reading
this page?
Make it bigger in
Preview or Adobe
Reader with the
keystroke:

⌘+
or use the magnifying
glass:

Tuesday November 11 meeting, 4.00pm
Create cards and gifts on your Mac

Members participated enthusiastically in the group discussion and enjoyed
passing around the splendid samples of cards and iPhoto books. Pat Craddock’s
simple demonstration of card making using the home inkjet printer, heavy
watercolour paper, and graphics software was much appreciated.

And check out the breaking news of the BMUG photography
excursion, to be held in 2009 — remote members are welcome —
details, page 3!
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Link to the BMUG
forum page...

When did you last visit the BMUG forum?

The BMUG forum provides all members, particularly remote members, with
opportunities to explore Mac skills and issues. If you are not visiting it regularly,
you are missing many opportunities to keep up to date.
Ron Begg, Mac ambassador, has recently made a particularly interesting post in
his regular forum column, and I know he’s looking forward to corresponding
with you...
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BMUG plans for a sensational year in 2009!
Our hard working and dedicated committee have come
up with some really exciting ideas to extend members’
Mac horizons.
Many of your suggestions were considered and have
been included in our 2009 program of events. Here’s
a sneak preview of some of what is in store for you
over coming months — remember we do not meet in
January.

BMUG meeting February

�

Our year will kick off on February 10 with a session all about enabling you the
get the best and most enjoyment from iTunes. We will show you how to organise
your music, suggest the best places to download from, and advise you how to
transfer all your CDs, Cassettes and even LPs onto your Mac plus many other
specific iTunes tips.

Link to the BMUG
meeting page...

BMUG meeting March

On March 10 we have a real treat – a special guest speaker who will absolutely
amaze you with news and views on all things Apple Mac.

And to follow...

We have also planned other sessions dealing with the following topics:
•
Scanning on your Mac
•
iWork – Pages, Numbers and Keynote
•
Drawing on your Mac – using the free Google SketchUp
•
Make the most of eBay and PayPal on your Mac
•
How to avoid, reduce and manage Spam
And much, much more – check out the BMUG web site now.
.

BMUG special meeting, Saturday April 4 — opportunity for remote
members

A first-ever event in the life of BMUG – a full day excursion commencing with
a photo-shoot at a local landmark, where you will receive tips on the best angles
and composition to use and things to avoid so you get the most professional and
pleasing result.
Following the picture taking we will move to the lawns of Marcus Hill Hall for a
picnic lunch and chin wag. Details are yet to be confirmed, but this may involve
either BYO or gourmet catering. Lunch will be followed by a workshop session
on how best to edit the morning’s pictures using iPhoto, Photoshop Elements,
Aperture etc. We can guarantee a fantastic fun filled day.
And best of all, members have volunteered to billet remote members, overnight,
should they wish to attend and meet BMUG friends they have previously only
encountered in cyberspace.

But wait, there’s more!

BMUG is again offering an incentive to rejoin the group, we are donating a prize
of one free membership as well as one free remote membership to members
signing up for 2009 by the close of the February meeting. It’s easy to use our
secure PayPal facility available on the web site.

Great news — normal Annual Memberships will remain at $40.00 and
Annual Remote Memberships will remain at $25.00.
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Steve’s iPhoto book tips

Here, for members who were unable to attend the November meeting, is a slightly
expanded set of notes on making iPhoto books on your Mac.

1. make a new album of images

Drag into it the images you intend to
use, including plenty of spares. Take
the time to drag them back and forth to
get the order roughly right so that they
tell the story.
Either now or later use ‘edit’ to get
each image as good as possible. Take
the time to get the exposure right, crop
as required, and level the horizons. Use
‘sharpen’ sparingly.

2. Click the + button to start a book

When you do this for the first time, consider all the possibilities. There is more
information in Options and Prices: Confirm your choice of binding and style, and
iPhoto will open a book template for you.

3. Import the chosen images

Group select them in the album, and drop them on the book icon.

4. Start placing them on the
pages

Note that iPhoto offers a random
assortment of page layouts. You need
to decide whether to have a full page
image opposite a group of small pics,
or whatever.
On any page, you have the option, by
clicking on layout, of changing from
one image to two, three, four, or more
in various configurations.
At all times, consider the need for variety and interest, and arrange your sequence
of pics and layouts to keep the book flowing.
At any time you can drag and drop to change the order of images, or delete and
replace them. Vary your view from spreads to single pages.

5. Review your layout

Keep moving through the book,
considering the pages as spreads.
Should you wish to swap pages,
click to single page view. If you
wish to swap spreads, click to
double page view.

email BMUG...
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6. iPhoto uses the whole
image by default

But by clicking on the pic, you can
zoom in and then move the image
around to get the subject in a better
location.

7. Background is a concealed option

You can place a soft image behind text or other images
— do this sparingly! Before you do so, you may wish
to lighten the image, make it soft focus, or even change
it to sepia tone. Such changes assist the foreground text
to stand out and be legible.

8. Purchase your book or books
Simply click on ‘Buy Book’ and work
through the screens.

Even though the file is automatically
compressed, it will take 20 minutes or
more for the software to transmit the
completed book design to the printers
in Singapore or wherever. You couldn’t
consider doing a book project without a
broadband connection.

Later, Apple will email a
confirmation of your order and
will also inform you when the
finished product is shipped.
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Pat’s Xmas Cards Workshop

If you have a reasonable quality inkjet printer,
you can make your own Christmas cards using
photographs, drawings or paintings. You will get
better results by printing on heavy watercolour
paper, which you can buy at art shops in A4 pads.

Start designing with a piece of A4 paper and decide what fold and layout you are
going to use, bearing in mind the need to buy suitable envelopes.
Possibilities include:
• printing 2 cards side by side out of an A4 page in landscape orientation;
• folding a page in half, portrait orientation;
• or folding a page twice for a double-layer card.
Pages provides a template for simple A4 folded in half cards, but it’s easy to make
your own template from a blank page layout page.

Prepare the images
•

Scan and re-size your paintings or drawings, or choose
some images from iPhoto. If you don’t have a scanner,
you can photograph a painting, but not if it is under
glass.

•

Photoshop Elements provides a number of filters which
will transform a photo to a watercolour or pastel-style
image — they are great for non-artists:

•

Drag copies of your chosen and prepared images to your
new Xmas card folder.

Layout in Pages — basic
templates

If you do use a Pages template, choose
a template in ‘new from template
chooser’, delete the image that’s there as
a placeholder, and drag your new image
into place, and re-size it if necessary.
Write over the text, or add new text
blocks as you choose.
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Layout in Pages — custom templates

For single-fold cards to fit in C6 envelopes, start a new page layout page.
In Page Setup, set the orientation to landscape. Put some rulers in place, arrange
your images , and write your text. For some layouts, you will need to flip the text
upside down with ‘Arrange’. You will probably need two or three goes to get it
right — I always do!
This is called a ’two-up’ printing layout, because we are going to print two cards
per A4 sheet, then guillotine them apart and fold them. We have chosen to fold
sidewise in this case because the grain of the paper makes it fold better in that
orientation.

And voilà — your printed cards will look like this ...
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Members WANTED

We are always looking for new members. How about bringing a friend along?
And now that BMUG has a number of member benefits to offer even if people
are unable to actually attend meetings, we are getting more remote members, who
participate from remote locations. Do you have a Macintosh friend who lives
elsewhere, perhaps even interstate? Encourage them to join and take advantage
of the membership benefits listed below. Note: the only member benefit not available
to remote members is access to the club library.

Member benefits:
1— members get FREE website hosting!
2 — members get privileged access to AUSOM FirstClass
3 — ‘Getting started’ manuals
Pay BMUG online...

4 — access to our our growing club library
5 — participation in our club MacPal program
6 — participation in the forum
and above all, members will quickly form their own informal network of nearby
Mac friends with whom they can exchange tips and expand their Mac horizons.

email Jürgen
to volunter as
a MacPal, or
to organise
assistance for
yourself

Breaking News — Macpals

As part of the re-organisation of duties with new
committee members, we are pleased to announce that
BMUG has a new MacPal Co-ordinator, Jürgen Gross.

Jürgen is keen to hear from two groups of
members, and you may telephone him on
(03) 5255 4517:
1. BMUG members, old or new, who would like to
volunteer to act as Macpals, visiting new members and
beginners, and assisting them to build their confidence and skill level.
and
2. BMUG members who need some assistance in getting started with their Macs.
And it doesn’t matter if you have had a Mac for years, we can all learn new skills
and pick up exciting tips for getting more out of our computers.
Our MacPal service is free, and usually involves some initial home visits
followed up by as many phone calls or emails as required as issues and problems
come up. We like to think getting organised with a MacPal is the start of a
‘beautiful friendship’, as Rick said to Louis in ‘Casablanca’.

And remember, remote members can get all our MacPal services by
phone or email, FREE, that’s worth the tiny membership fee in itself!!
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BMUG manuals

A very special new manual is available now:

Photoshop Elements 6 with your Mac

The Photoshop manual is the most detailed
and complex manual so far, because Photoshop
is quite advanced software.
Building on skills you will have learned in
using iPhoto, it moves on to everyday projects
any photographer might find rewarding.
Photoshop itself is an extremely expensive
package, though some of us might have a bootleg version,
but Photoshop Elements is virtually as powerful and the price is right, too.
And here is the editor’s rash promise, which no-one has yet managed to take
advantage of... Come on readers, we’d love to hear from you!
If any member can point out a major omission or error in a manual, we will not
only correct it immediately , we will give you a revised copy free!

BMUG Library

June is setting up a new library borrowing system. Speak to her if you have any
recommendations for the club to buy new books.

BMUG free downloads page

Our BMUG website now has a download page making many resources available
to the wider Apple community world-wide, as well as our own members.

Link to the BMUG
download page...

You may wish to let your Mac friends know all about it. They don’t have to join
our club to take advantage of it, but if they wish to show their appreciation in a
small way, they could take out a remote membership.

The downloads page includes:
•
•
•
•
•

the monthly BMUG enewsletter, including back copies
BMUG ‘tidy up’ tutorials
BMUG free manuals
BMUG video FAQ tutorials
and a link to AUSOM news

and we are very keen to add more to this page so that
it can become our members’ first port of call whenever
they wonder how to go about solving a particular
problem.

Breaking news — latest free manual!

How to use a backup to restore files is is explained in
the new free manual available on the club
website — Disaster Recovery.
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Get to know the members of the BMUG Committee...

Marnie Haig-Muir,
President

James Strachan,
Treasurer

Steve Craddock,
Vice-Pres.

June Brown

Peter Collings

David Dixon, Librarian

Jürgen Gross
Don Patrick
& Margaret Boyles, Secretary

10

