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BMUG PDF enewsletter 
July 08
July 9 meeting — digital photography and imaging on your 

Mac

What is your  knowledge and skill level in the field of digital photography and 
digital imaging? Are you still doubtful about buying a camera, or are you riding 
the digital wave confidently and getting more and more involved in taking better 
images and using Photoshop? Hopefully, our July meeting will be just what you 
need, whether you are a beginner or a ‘professional’.

This month, in a new development for BMUG, we’re going to operate in 3 
(or possibly 4) groups so that we can pitch the demonstrations and discussion 
directly at your interest level. You have the opportunity to contribute to the 
succes of the groups by bringing along your own camera, your laptop with some 
images, or some printed examples of your photography for show and tell.

Read more about digital photography on page 4... 

   
June 11 meeting — Andrew Ballard

In a fast-flowing presentation at our last meeting, Andrew covered many topics 
during this lively session. Particular interest was shown by questioners in 
participation in blogs and forums, and this interest has led to development of a 
new member benefit, the exciting BMUG members’ forum, which is discussed in 
detail on page 3.

Also new in this issue, an advertisement for new member Tina 
Ridgeway’s MacBuddies in-home Apple computer support service 
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BMUG free downloads page

Our BMUG website now has a download page making many resources available 
to the wider Apple community world-wide, as well as our own members. 

You may wish to let your Mac friends know all about it. They don’t have to join 
our club to take advantage of it, but if they wish to show their appreciation in a 
small way, they could take out a remote membership.

The downloads page includes:

• the monthly BMUG enewsletter, including back copies
• BMUG ‘tidy up’ tutorials
• BMUG free manuals
• BMUG  video FAQ tutorials
• and a link to AUSOM news

and we are very keen to add more to this page so that it can become our 
members’ first port of call whenever they wonder how to go about solving a 
particular problem. 

We add new tutorials and documents to the downloads page as 
members request them...

This month, Marnie said:

Hi Steve,

what about something on how to get podcasts? That’s something that I’d like to 

know ‘how to’ — I’m forever missing out on AM on these dark mornings.

Marnie

And now the tutorials have been produced, and are available on our downloads 
page:

Link to the BMUG 
download page...
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Check out the new BMUG forum...

Webmaster Don Patrick has done it again! Following the interest shown in this 
topic by members at the June meeting, our website has gained an entirely new 
page, the club forum.

By now, you will have received an email about the forum, and you will have 
received your log in and the password. We had 5 new comments on the forum 
within minutes of the page becoming live!

To get involved, take these easy steps...

1.   read the posts which appear in red bold text.

2.   click comments under the post to read what other members have said.

3.   At the bottom of the page you are invited to ‘Leave a comment’. Do this by 
clicking ‘logged in’ and use your user name and password when asked.

4. To return to the main posts page, use the back button on your browser.

It’s as easy as ABC! Now, you can have your say. And you only have to log in 
once, because if you click ‘remember me’, you won’t have to write in your log in 
and password next time you want to comment. 

Marnie is the forum administrator, and she is always ready to help if you have 
any difficulty in taking part. Email her, or speak to her directly at a meeting. The 
forum will only work if you participate, whether as a regular reader or as regular 
contributor.

Link to the BMUG 

forum page...

‘The forum is 

great, hopefully 

people will use it to 

communicate and 

debate!’
Jo-Anne
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What’s so big about digital cameras?

The good old days
With a traditional camera it was all so simple. You exposed your roll of 24 or 36 
images, took the film to the shop and processed the prints or the slides. If you 
were really keen, you might have ordered one or two bigger prints, or even 
developed and enlarged your shots in a home darkroom. If you wanted to share 
images, you got extra prints for your friends or family members. 

The image was stored as tiny coloured dots on a piece of film or paper — in other 
words in what is called analog form. Everybody had shoeboxes with film packets 
of negatives and albums of prints, and boxes of slides, and guess what — every 
image they stored was imperceptibly deteriorating from day one!

Analog images could be:

•  printed from the negative, either at home or at the laboratory; placed in an 
album; posted; re-printed; and projected as slide show. 

In a way it was simple, since there weren’t many choices. You could only take a 
restricted number of images without re-loading the camera, and every image cost 
money. You had no way of knowing whether any particular shot was OK, and 
people regularly found the film hadn’t wound on properly, or even that the lens 
cap had been left on, meaning there were no images at all!

The start of the digital revolution
All this was fine, but about 8 years ago, a series of steps towards the storing 
and sharing of digital information on home computers gradually left traditional 
photography miles behind. Prior to that, a tiny number of people in the 
professional publishing business handled images on the computer, but the typical 
home user never or hardly ever did. 

The professionals had somehow imported big digital image files into the 
computer. This was usually by surprisingly cumbersome and expensive means. 
A breakthrough came in the late nineties, when it became possible to send films 
to the lab and get back a very useful new development as well as your regular 
prints — a Kodak Photo CD! Images from this CD this could be stored on the 
computer and handled in Photoshop.



5

But for the typical home computer enthusiast, the first big change was when 
emailing really took off. Very soon, we learned that images stored in the computer 
could be attached to emails and sent to remote locations. Our family started doing 
this in the early two thousands, when we bought our first incredibly limited 
digital camera.

The megapixel rush
From about 2004, digital cameras were no longer a far-off potential 
threat to traditional photography, they simply erased it from the 
marketplace as though it had never existed. 

Day after day, prices plummeted, and quality soared. Instead of 
producing low-resolution images with a few thousand pixels, 
cameras began delivering resolution in megapixels. At first it was 
one, two, three megapixels — now it is ten or twelve. Now even 
digital images taken with a cheap digital ‘point and press’ camera 
can be enlarged to poster sizes at high resolution!

Everything changed. Unlike analog images, which could only be 
printed, digital images were right there in the computer as files. 

In other words they are instantly available for whatever you want to do with 
them. There are many, many more options, yet it’s all even simpler than 
traditional photography was. And you never run out of film!

Digital images can be:

• re-sized; digitally altered; duplicated; backed-up; stored indefinitely without 
change; transferred from one storage medium to another so that they are 
‘future-proofed’.

• attached to an email; shared; transmitted anywhere in the world instantly.
• used to illustrate a book; calendar; card; or website.
• printed at the chemist, camera shop or on the home printer; printed in large 

format and even higher quality from a sophisticated home inkjet printer; 
printed at gallery quality at the laboratory.

• shown as a slide show on your computer or a television; copied onto a CD 
or DVD.

• shot in unlimited numbers at no extra cost, perhaps encouraging 
experimentation and better shots, perhaps encouraging taking more and 
more dud pics!  

And digital cameras are now such inexpensive and reliable tools, and it’s so easy 
to download the images to your Mac, that there’s no reason to hang back. If you 
are a beginner in this field, make sure you get  the most out of our July BMUG 
digital photography group sessions and give it a go. You won’t regret it! Right 
from the start you’ll be emailing images, and soon you will want to use them to 
illustrate a blog, or a family history, or a personal website.

If you already know this stuff, and you are experienced in digital photography, 
you will have a good deal to share, and we certainly hope you will learn plenty as 
well. 

We invite everyone attending the July meeting to bring along a digital camera, 
if you have one, and perhaps some prints of favourite shots, or your laptop with 
images in iPhoto. 
 

Kodak’s prototype 
digital camera, 1975
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Top tip — podcasting

You may be thinking ‘I don’t have an iPod, ho hum!’, but don’t be like that, 
because although podcasting was invented in response to the introduction of the 
iPod, you don’t need an iPod to podcast!

So how does that work, then?

Podcasts are digital recordings of audios, movies, or TV shows, and many of 
them are available free. The trick is that someone, somewhere offers files for 
those programs in a form that you, the person with the Mac and the internet 
connection, can take advantage of. 

All you need to do is find the source, get a copy of the file, and listen or watch. 
Getting the file is called downloading or subscribing. The term subscribing means 
you can organise an automated connection to the podcast source so that you get 
the file delivered just as a magazine subscription arrives regularly.  

Of course you can listen to a podcast on your iPod, after you’ve downloaded it, 
but the easiest way to do it is on your computer.

So how do we find podcast sources?
The easiest way to find most podcasts is in the iTunes Store podcast window. 
You usually associate the store with purchasing music, but never fear, podcast 
downloads are free. This is the window:

Other content providers, like the ABC, offer countless free podcasts of programs.

As for TV, some programs are available free, some may be purchased, some are 
available in ‘grey market’ bootleg forms, usually at very low quality.

To master the basics of podcasting, go to our BMUG website downloads page and 
read the tutorials.

Link to the BMUG 
download page...

download 
the BMUG 
Troubleshooting 
Guide
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Members’ marketplace — wanted or for sale...

For sale, 20”iMac — $700 or best offer 

purchased June 2005
OS 10.4.11
Processor 2 GHz Power PC G5
Memory 1.5 GB DDR SDRAM
HD 250 GB
Wireless keyboard and mouse
iTunes 7
SuperDuper
Microsoft Office 2004
iLife 06

Contact Bryan Addison on 
5258 1611

Proposed locality list and interest groups????

Did you wonder how many members responded to my suggestion for further 
BMUG involvement in the last enewsletter?

The answer was two, so unless something dramatic happens via input to 
the forum, I conclude that these ideas got the big thumbs down from the 
membership. 

Thanks to Peter and Jim for their support! I still think they were ideas worth 
pursuing, but in the absence of any more positive feedback they won’t be going 
anywhere soon,
Steve 

Thoughts of President Dick on digital photography...
The family document is one of the most essential and precious records that 

families possess and as such needs protection and careful handling. The photographic 

technical quality in this context is often low down the scale compared to the subject 

matter and that is how it should be. 

Capturing that smile or tear, or that ‘once in a life time’ family moment is much more 

important than perfect positioning within the frame. People are taking billions of pictures 

now and most are unconsidered ‘artistically’ but that doesn’t mean they are unimportant 

to the taker. 

I think we should concentrate on making sure our members have a secure 
archive of their images and that starts after the button is pressed when they’re 
downloaded...
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Members WANTED

We are always looking for new members. How about bringing a friend along?

And now that BMUG has a number of member benefits to offer even if people 
are unable to actually attend meetings, we are getting more remote members, who 
participate from remote locations. Do you have a Macintosh friend who lives 
elsewhere, perhaps even interstate? Encourage them to join and take advantage 
of the membership benefits listed below.

Note: the only member benefit not available to remote members is access to the club 

library. 

Have you paid your 2008 fees yet? PayPal is very secure, and you need have no 
concerns about paying online through the BMUG website. 

Member benefits:

1— members get FREE website hosting!

2 — members get privileged access to AUSOM FirstClass

3 — ‘Getting started’ manuals 

4 — access to our our growing club library

5 — participation in our club MacPal program

6 — participation in the forum

and above all, members will quickly form their own informal network of nearby 
Mac friends with whom they can exchange tips and expand their Mac horizons.

Pay BMUG online...
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BMUG manuals

Three new manuals are now available:

Sharing with your Mac

Writing with your Mac

Advanced iWeb with your Mac

And here is the editor’s rash promise, which 
no-one has yet managed to take advantage 
of...  Come on readers, we’d love to hear from 
you!

If any member can point out a major omission or error in a manual, we will not 
only correct it immediately , we will give you a revised  copy free! 

Are you participating in  our MacPal program?

Please join in. We hope that within a few months of receiving help regularly, you 
will be ready to share your skills and knowledge with the next generation of 
new members. In time, we believe everyone in the club will have made several 
MacPals. Sometimes your friends will ring or email you for help, and vice versa.

To participate, either as a MacPal or as a beginner, sign up at the next 
meeting, or email David Dixon, who is managing the program this 
year. 

And if you are a remote member, we can always offer assistance by phone or 
email.
 

BMUG Library

Members who ordered copies of the Leopard manual, will be pleased to hear that 
the manuals have arrived, and they can pick up their copies this month.

David Dixon, Librarian

email David Dixon 
about MacPals...
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Get to know the members of the BMUG Committee...

Dick Brown, President

Steve Craddock

David Dixon, Librarian

Don Patrick, Vice-Pres.

Graeme May, Treasurer & Margaret Boyles, Secretary

Cliff Benson

Des Graham

June Brown

Marnie Haig-Muir


